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Political Science: Researching a Multifaceted Topic in Essentially
Contested Ways
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This study presents a set of basic pillars on which political science is based and
which are still the subject of academic research and debate. These are the agents,
units, motives, mechanisms, regimes, methods, and theories. This study argues
that political science is evolving in nature due to its dependence on authority on
the one hand, and its influence on social sciences on the other. Political science is
open to other disciplines within the social sciences and humanities, unlike closed
disciplines like law, philosophy, sociology, psychology and economics. The study
argues that the openness of political science to other disciplines and its connection
to the authority of politicians, members of parliament, and citizens developed the
field in a way that benefits political science.

Political Science, Regimes, Methods, Agents.
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5  Aristotle, The Nicomachean Ethics of Aristotle William David Ross
(trans.) (Scotts Valley, California: Create Space Independent Publishing
Platform, 2011), pp. 2-3.
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Philippe C. Schmitter, “Political Science: Researching a Multifaceted Topic
in Essentially Contested Ways,” Hans Keman & Jaap J. Woldendorp (eds.),
Hand Book of Research Methods and Applications in Political Science
(London/ Massachusetts: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2016), pp. 9-23;
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Philippe C. Schmitter, “The Nature and Future of Compa"rative Politics,”
European Political Science Review, vol. 1, no. 1 (2009), pp. 33-61.; Philippe C.
Schmitter, “Political science,” in: Joel Krieger, Craig N. Murphy & Margaret
E. Crahan (eds.), The Oxford Companion to Comparative Politics (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2012), pp. 248-57.
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Organizational Basis of Politics (New York: The Free Press, 1989).
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daayio duwlja

oo €9uAg.0 (g6 dunsliio Glpny cuindl:dunluull ogloll

WAl 555 O o ] sl o S 4 Abasmall el gl
S o dspudy Ay d8yma i Bylacad] 3l desls o (30
doskiun G CB)l o Wb sy Laals 55 Loy 385 fads
dodasll b Sz Jaudl do S me Jlng NigS Sl
Jaadl sy O @l @ihls Chiu padsn Of 4Sey 54 dpasil]
daz oo Al ASand] donatll Lo O Sy €1 9 g3l
Loyl Jshne OlS] ded (saiBoall (o o Lo (99 Lgasy ol Lyl
Doadll aisdl 0de o 2 8 dmdll s harwsty
Slasl go (byraadl @Il s 0585 ledie goyldl 1o ity
Ul 0da 39 aid SN Hlasl e paniy of oo Jay GV
e dwlow dBho 3 oge 98 Lo Oliy "OLel3” ule Bl g
Gle wasdl ] lsmiz getabead! gulloall 81 gyt L s
sl azally A3USYI dggunally BRI 5,001 Jia @8l9
Aaldly Al e ol adlal JeVly Gl olasYls
ekl W e dlewl U dslgls dall diosg)) Csyauls
Sl 993 g D3ladyl dsdlas <hyy duw 8 0,4 gz 3
97l e duleadl (8 59aY) (525 O s 15l ST e85V
58 o) dzmilyzadl) 5,5V dilexial 3555 A1 CBg)1 (B s
W3ls Bylzcta 0553 Y Lasys gl Gysome oy (il 2
$dalls dolo Jlus 3

7o ] ) oSy ¥ O¥leis) Ll il 3 of oS
o8 el e O30, 0ad LY J) Vg 11 dodanl]
dgslozd) 0gll=8l (0,5 8S)lie e ol Wil s ]
G 090,73 91 «SliSas (e 02 dids Ogshiy be 3udos Gls o
309 b Oy U dewload) Bugll of dIS mosznall 018y e
pas ¥ Jl=bl oo didme d2)3 033 O (el O Justuns)
Golas¥l gy Hlas elys o Condl doslo didas Oblusd
"dSlsb Ji" ) 03yleny BBl iSs O sl "Byuls LLaS" 8
093l b By Sblswnl 3 Cosatll 3 8Ll i ol
BuB Y diegose Aol o @il 0953 oo (dEs

L) dad Vs daio 25
AW (¥l Gle 3155 ,551) doslael wa¥l @l ) f5us
CT - psdl AN duwlad] doli¥l &) Boll” g0 dlS
Joludl 3o uly $he ot - IS S5 o) ol dblyiays
O lale 5l lguiblse (o clblun JSy s3sn gl (s,

8 H. Keman, "Political Institutions and Public Governance," in: R. Czada,
A. Héritier & H. Keman (eds.), Institutions and Political Choice: On the limits
of Rationality (Amsterdam: VU University Press, 1996), pp. 109-133.



4111<ll

2019 y1aagi / ¢nilill g pii

Bgo9 JBYI o dlg¥l oday "Jladl" 48 &I a5V Lol
ol g Guled] elall Ll (pyaiy Fuuds wmoYly
dhaode (5Sa3 &S I3 (il panl dl)) Lesdse om0
e ¥ Cam Galall Guledl] dobludl sl oy lablas
Of gl (e O o 1) Loy LiBlge 8 b ol pradeldl e
sy Bl CiBgall lio yrud L35 dlsly 5T of @bl Iglsdy
Ao dold ol Jleiil o] dxlan paad 050 o ol of Soledl s
Loo¥l 3 Lk dulead! o) Gudlsl Jolosy yewdd] lia O
Oolells Do sV gole ST g "Geadl"s (el
LY Ll 04al8e 8 ool 355 OF 03l eadY Osline
- Osleldl] Jiey 3] "de )" ad ST b wotsell 655V
- 08293 (e RI5 pusng sl elgzy e pglliel O Oy i
Cladl o o daludl dujlos s 0asBe O5dms 0ol
o eyl 3 sLanyl of gVl &Ll o ] &l :1Va5Y)
- ol a3y S1 eg3old) ol s Gomiaty 4 B ol (i @3
LY 3 08558 ot - L350 psdl @ Lolie

Is AV oda 5 OF oSass "Shedll" Lo dsyll dlgY)
Y sVl odn yumd .elS oo ST oo b ed 50 gl Wl
oo Igbasd (Whasiwl Gsody of) ks 4all Gelelal] Jostuo
Blug Jlosiad) Osmuy b paslas] ol paosas oo OV
oo aslsd sty dewlewd! Al 0o ppngas dIGY sl
394 99,15 - OVl pamy 8 o Lelie - 5l wely Ll
yatll o el IS o "S5y LgilS dewliwd] Busgl
09ty by (@) sl ! el sy Oyl A5 Y Leds
wJEdly aeledll (o JSing (et USia) daus ] s
83 dslaaoYlg LolaBYl LVl dawsl! des yol

lsllon I Bamgll O 8polsall duluwd) Guyls (ama (220
Lasy pasy doSo U1 Sluwiall oo Gws 8B dsias ©I
At )5 525 dongts IS 9583 O detonall (05 ((plls Ly )
I o Lo dewliall 58 g3by JSlad) oo Cmdl (8 dbole
dsdlgag pladl 1is e e desl) JsdVls gl ol Luslid)
Bsluwde of Guad of 6,53 5l Gadss - Lo B hasye asllsls
b ouds oSer ¥ Cur Jlo otuny 5L Lass] -

11  Max Weber, Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology,
Guenther Roth & Claus Wittich (eds.), (Berkley/ Los Angles/ London:
University of Calefornia Press, 1978).

=
SIYASAT ARABIYA | L— L.L'L‘.“.‘

o

ol (Sas Y G dousie delais] OBELL Blus
OBLELE . el gov Lle Lyilelds LiYlaisly lysdlas (el
JlzVls elaiz¥l g sils aalls Oleladlly Gladl Jod 3o
oo Shall sasll ds - 5Lyl Bldlly sbldls oLVl
drle 3 - sl IS e Sslad b 3 dLoliall GBLELSYI
GBLEEY 0ds Cands dolell Glalud] o dalize dodlse )
52 Loy meazall (o Agidn aslsd e aule sl oS3 Laa IS
LaS13 g355 ol 13 Lo g0 Bsall Gilsly dbas 04d) ulu]
Cum ("dpis") dsblie 0585 51 Y laued 35 G
Oeonly)) e dalise Olegasey dudy OBMS) udgs J] puad
Al LLaS (39 a3l s o uledly

bl dulys Yolb el Jisdl Uiy U1 igd) lazdl &)
o ] dbgb 8,8 wituw O Aol OBl G ddocoll
e 2y LS didoall dulad] JoazdS dizgay I saedll
doyide "Gogd" e ddga)l OBl pofiy (elatia udlS
B Bolo s Jasdl 1in pruols desle dslgd (9 oo glill
Jsll) Jsll (e glidl ls Lo bl gle Jio 8 dsine
ol o anmal Olo dige JBYI 3 Llo (Aol dlsll)
Glaog = Jodl 15 dewlewd) Olazgll (o 5uS dus dad pld Log
deosdll dg9umdl s Gudlill glard jab - dididbgy deaddd)
polall pul (3 132 G3b B Ll gowus @y5l dlsl o3
lad hows ¥ I Q8 Oslell” gy iy el
Isistes O sl ermplead) Guleldll Gl oimmy glys ] gudlial
8odll pallostinl Sied S jus AUSs welgd o loddns
0 Byse 358 ol Chsle o aslodll 0dn e Sy dg o3
«(Path dependence "G dilul deys glil") dasldl JLYl
3sa)l Gl O LIS Sheiel Glusal doe LiSU
Osleldl e USg3 Bole] ] gliss o Wiy (pleldl] dysag
Ol J=T e Ll Osiulead) Ol U3 J] BLS]s -0 polzall
S5ty A8 d9z-gell LY welgd Jyasd epin bs 3 Iodlloxy
Gl O 0485 oSy O 18] . ald] dolsll Olulead) gl
STV ¥ 52 Y - flael udlial] priny OF Gulbud! alsll
oo ST Blies Vit goxtun Ooletll S - Blag Olell Hsahs
Byalgall sy o dyminll LIS (Lo 9o WISy .0V Laldly )
OBl pudeldll gin le sl Oslelal] 3 Lowis s
198 5LzeY) OWIsW B3g duwsdliad] (e

10  Richard S. Katz & Peter Mair, "Changing Models of Party Organization
and Party Democracy: The Emergence of the Cartel Party," Party Politics, vol.
1, no. 1 (January 1995), pp. 5-28.



-
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L&‘ LI.I.L‘

o

Sl s Lewss plumall Gles Dasdl Al OMSiwe
Olegame Lle 3 baie 5l) Calisne Gstun o ds gome
gz Gl "ol aus” Ol ui) (il pulul e Wi
Aime Ll dzdlaad Byw Blo)) (R Slbasme Ly
oS S Jie dme b ddlyel) disMI kil s zoss
Ol g ¥ Y pluzally 3les die OWie Lol Sl
Adlise (ool B disliiddl Oladlwall e s

O g Oldase Lo 1asime ulead) eloll glame dzo 1io
Gudloall (o ddog)l )l Lo lpuds duwll ddoas)
deawyll 529 dpawyll yaladl o $3Bslly GSHliall Ol Siey
OBy .S ] by cdpagSodl Olazdl o ddlazyl sl
doiw) dsdme dady W1 Wy posbally budl paiel
955 Gle Boums Ol Gulestun (Bale iodll Judust)
Olysiedl oo o OB (Bole Bhkxul) (ismes ol
ddosll 25" 3o Slias pdhiasy dls pdhol (Codo aie 929
Olasde e aiell 14 poiyg .Process-tracing "[dusd]
25eY) daddly dwS Olasde paan o oSes 450 das
oo pamdl dzg Gle daS Olhse) dilasyl dadlzall o 48
laalzsly dial Ble gz Hlazly dlall OIS Olpsall Jol
Shilesy doye BT 0550) Lale Halae Coondl priny Lo datl¥os
bo s oo Olyi3e Oliamall 35S ol byd oS (Lol
13] L dnsnl JBT 5ol 50 o gl Gol8) 0355 LigSy el
ol g1 sl Czgas ime 15 63,1 O

oo el Ll b3 5o ulead) o2l 520 55T aie dad
Spas Ol Jissy Bblusl coud Olis oy I
(eloizYl puidl ole (e "glia" gaiell 1ia O os Yl
Oilo gaas)l e oo lle dasy Il Olhasdl OB
Sloleadl 218Y duleadl 0ad dol o Gao Yool Glgw)
Saleadls Ll Olelezd Lo doge WU oy ppalecdl
elsdl Jisdl lia yshs OBl oo CBy 3 o5 s 8V
8 WS Cluleudl 048) 485 oS "aSeludl” Oldasall O
Ollhall Gad Iliey (Y 3 dbliay il duwled) ]
slale g Culs Gudls by o3 podls 5gabs JBT prall 1
(Gime goo9s Lle diud 0Sey e Jadl Olio duled)
Stk Of 55y doly e dorgy Y &1 le Al 3as oS
LIS Olegosall Lls

daayio duwlja

oo €9uAg.0 (g6 dunsliio Glpny cuindl:dunluull ogloll

pealate JS (3 didate as A6 it lados Lues] of
wladls Olalaiadl sl oL 8V 35 I Sleol by
SWIsYIs oleball ol cVlasYly (3,5l plas of &1
LVl Sy s ) by dosld) of sl of dewd i)
Aoly g o5 e 8 ] et ) Aelall O (o235 «Oilikune
O SBYI e s s bus Lwlul Jolis Hblis Bsw
9 dshldly ddgeaidly ddoliasdl" :Olows W Jlo
ksl ddady ol S8 3 Asadd] Cadiug "dbl 3536V
Ablyiays B Ly Clasald (eall J3sy Sild sl syl
Aol e digd dsd 91 dgin Bpuin dud o) "dixa”
LSt lotie Dpgis Blsl i g3 o Ulowall s
9 e Basly USs doldl Lynlsly lasdlsdg laglels olof
oSy "deli 3lsd" e Cuodl e GSU g gl gy Bl ey
S8V el ¥ 3] ddlsh of =dls of Jsls JS Lle g pud O
Whslagadl ol Slbliel 8 duds doludl Olakially
Olelia)l ol OYleaiyl ol pdlaall "deaddle" "ddshne" dazsly
Il oS3 OF oSass o] 4595 I Oluwdall e
Boasiall dosletll OMSY) o dwdlid) OLBY) Jud oo
&yl Oledain ALelS dde Ll Blaxsl slee (Ol

A58l /d5sls ol dee3ls /dudls

303 Bguwsg cralin)l dduste dansliy dis dulewd) dulys CS8
Ol 0sb¥ly shul gwsy O Lo .oe3ll soyes galiall oda
leglolizal ] Jgosl dalisll galial oo dsall Masttun
Bdodz galie uddd &y Cdgll U ding .Logio JSo dols]
095 855 P Lo s g Ll oo V) Gl os
sl 9 dsdll Lalsll paliadl Gubd! alell Josiw Of
Was - daludl dujlos pslus .dbgeas)) Oylod Jlostal
Cuoy Aol o bl oo = OB (o Wy Jasd s
azowal] yolandl 1S diime dedlre dlazsl pulal) e Y
Jokes @oate blis duledd 0 sl Colill IS ,5Y)
Vs adgs Of Coldl b)) mehnud ¥ Bdusie OVl 3
oo dpesall 4 oledl doay Lk oJs ladde s O
0362152 el L Luled) clole Ly 20 Il uio Bl

Jlosial 3o el Olslizal mo culeadl slale Oloy shyg o ol ling 12



4111<ll

2019 y1aagi / ¢nilill g pii

=
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L.L' L.LL‘

o

ol e uleud] ol dlus of Ale Byzi

1900 ple s> duwlond) Slunwshl
0288 ol s oSuige o
Oskis b9 sl 52339

(dusy 2lls) &yylisb] &gl

oosadsr Oob¥al LV

ERIRYYY]| pd N 4.1.2.&.7;” A3 lucw s )
515,4) < > mozd dalwdl
dals) duoliwd) gyl Jslul Jsolly db,aandl sl okl ousibl daSgadl
A=l OhylasYlg Obgtud
@bl Lyl dalsdl Byl0YI doball duwlbuw Yol JSis bt Olulys gl &Y=
&3l duleadly
sladyl ole ol els (SN NP0 Ol
slexzdl

1900 ple ls> oyl gulead] plazz¥l ole
Sss s (02leSy90 uSilo «JuiSss e
523l e (Saurstgsius]

IS SYEIRY]

shayly JdLSe 15!

100 Bpal yudde :ydacl!

Philippe C. Schmitter, "The Nature and Future of Comparative Politics,” European Political Science Review, vol. 1, no. 1 (2009); Philippe C.

Schmitter, "Political science,” in: Joel Krieger, Craig N. Murphy & Margaret E. Crahan (eds.), The Oxford Companion to Comparative Politics
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012).
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