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Returning Syrian Refugees from Neighbouring Host Countries:
Lessons from Global Experiences
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Despite the dire situation in Syria, the International Organization for Migration states
that about one in ten Syrian refugees is returning home. The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees predicts that hundreds of thousands of refugees may soon
voluntarily return to their devastated homeland. The fear is that this will happen without
any prior planning, especially since the Syrian crisis may be relatively unique in terms
of its size and the difficulty of predicting its trajectories. Accordingly, the purpose of
this study is to identify the lessons learned from the experiences of refugee return,
whether voluntary or forced, which illustrate the most important factors for ensuring
the sustainable return of Syrian refugees. The study is based on an extensive literature
review, consultations and interviews with experts and stakeholders, supported by
the researchers' accumulated experience in the field of post-war reconstruction and
refugee studies. The study does not aim to analyze the current political or military
situation in Syria, or to evaluate any ongoing or planned political talks, nor does it
evaluate any proposed political solution.

Syria, Refugees, Post-war Reconstruction.
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5 Alpaslan Ozerdem & Abdul Hai Sofizada, "Sustainable Reintegration to
Returning Refugees in Post-Taliban Afghanistan: Land-related Challenges:
Analysis," Conflict, Security & Development, vol. 6, no. 1 (2006), pp. 75-100.
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