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Legitimizing Intervention and the Responsibility to Protect:
Old Concept in a New Guise
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This paper explores the concept of “the Responsibility to Protect” (R2P), an
outcome of the 2005 World Summit which entails that the international community
has a moral duty to intervene in the domestic affairs of sovereign states in cases
involving war crimes, crimes against humanity, ethnic cleansing, or genocide.
The author illustrates the historical legacy of the R2P, covering how early legal
philosophers justified the intervention of European powers through theories such
as just war, intervention in the name of humanity, and humanitarian intervention,
before exploring whether R2P represents a violation of well-established principles
of international law: the sovereignty of states and non-intervention in their affairs
and the non-use of force in international affairs. The paper concludes that R2P
does not provide for the use of force in a manner that does not already exist in the
UN Charter

Responsibility to Protect, Just War, Humanitarian Intervention.
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2 Francisco de Vitoria, “De indis et de jure belli” 1532, accessed on

14/12/2016, at: www.cosonstitution.org

3 H. Grotius, Le droit de la guerre et de la paix, trad par pradier-Fodéré
(Paris: PUF, 1999).
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occidental,” Receuil des cours de I'Académie de droit international (1939), p.
305.
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11 Ibid., pp. 495 - 496 .

12 Ibid., pp. 496 - 497.

13 Ibid,, p. 469.

14  James lorimer, Institutes of the Law of Nations. A Treatise of the
Judicial Relations of Separate Political Communities (Edinburgh/ London:
W. Blackwood and Sons, 1883); Rahim Kherad, “du droit d'ingérence a la
responsabilité de protéger,” Extrait de I'ouvrage les droits de I'homme: Une
nouvelle cohérence pour le droit international, Colloque de Tunis (Paris:
Pedone, 2008), pp. 297 - 308.
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générale de droit international public, vol. 17 (1910), pp. 478 - 479.
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libanaise, 1986), pp. 210 - 212.
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