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Military Coup as Political Transition:
Army and Political Authority in Sudan
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Military interventions in Sudanese politics can be attributed to a number of
factors, most pertinently: excessive politicization throughout society, social
institutions, trades unions and syndicates as well as educational and religious
institutions. In this sense, the Sudanese was not an exception, merely one of many
highly politicized institutions. This paper concludes that the three different
military coups which took power in Sudan were only able to do so with the aiding
and abetting of civilian political forces, such as the National Umma Party, the
Islamic Front and an array of leftist forces all—to varying extents—colluded with
the military to further their political aims. With the military ranks reflecting
wider societal politicization, military coups were effectively an extension of the
political process by other means.

Sudan, Army Coups, Political Process.
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