o
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L.L".LIJ.’

o

261 28Ul cuinis ¥ (qa:laaey log 1967 upa (Jus Lo
The Turning Point of the June, 1967 War: a Genuine Critique
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The June, 1967 War was a turning point in the modern history not only of
Palestine and the Zionist state but also the wider region. The defeat of the Arab
armies was a pivotal moment for the modern and contemporary histories of the
Arab world, and has consequences which continue to reverberate today. That
fact remains unchanged despite attempts by Arab governments to gloss over the
severity of what happened during the war, first by employing the euphemism of
Naksa (or "setback") to describe what happened and later to celebrate the fact
that "progressive” Arab regimes were not toppled by the Israeli army. Despite the
significance of these events, the Arabic academic literature continues to lack a
serious analysis of the events of June, 1967, in stark contrast to the hundreds of
academic works published by Israeli and western authors. This reality necessitates
a rereading of the war, and the formulation of a new Arab narrative about it,
which the author attempts in this paper.

Israel, Arab Armies, June 1967 War.
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