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The Crisis in Intra-Gulf Relations:
Roots, Future Trajectories and Regional and Global Repercussions
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Since late May 2017, the Gulfregion has been witness to the most intense diplomatic
crisis since the formation of the Gulf Cooperation Council in 1981. This paper
attempts to highlight the roots of the present-day Gulf crisis and explore the
potential, complicated outcomes, taking in the roles of various regional and global
players. The crisis begun with a vicious smear campaign against Qatar and led by
Saudi- and Emirati-state owned media. In contrast to the 2014 diplomatic rift in
which the Ambassadors of the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain
were withdrawn from Doha, this latest crisis also included a complete severing of
diplomatic ties on the part of the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain in addition to
Egypt.To this was later added a complete blockade of Qatar by air, sea and land. The
countries leading the siege on Doha later presented a ten-point ultimatum to Qatar
to fulfill within 10 days. A further attempt by the countries leading the blockade to
isolate Qatar on the world stage failed, however, as leading world powers opted to
play a more constructive role and mediate an end to the crisis.
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