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Hamas in British Political Discourse: A One-Sided View
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This study explores the perceptions of Britain's main political parties towards
the Palestinian Islamist faction Hamas throughout the period between 2003 and
2016. It explores also the extent of variation between the major political parties in
the UK towards Hamas. The author argues that the lack of a value-based outlook
on the part of the British ruling establishment as well as a lack of respect for
the tenets of international law—which enshrines the right to resist occupation—
have driven that establishment to embrace the UK's colonial legacy, and to regard
their government as the founder and protector of the State of Israel. It is this
establishmentarian discourse, argues the author, which drives the criminalization
of Hamas within British politics.

Hamas, British Political Discourse, Labour Party, Conservative Party.

b8 s Swsd] dame (33t LS Aol G Sl *
Professor of International Relations, Ahmed bin Mohammed Military College, Qatar.




29 aaell

2017 y1adgi / enilil] g i

& Gitegs Gaie O ol Sloyslls poesl] gidems Sl
slo w38 Olo Y Hlas Lol .swall 1y dalisd) (adlshl oo ]
Pl § Lgzeadls dla ! Olhodl Ul el lghis dals e
Byrun 38 sS § Lubhl 03 deatl 5aSSs 4 golew H3
Gos o spall s ldglows Lol ] g gosbl N llols &
L 63 09 Covlos I Lgishas § dllas )l Ol Gu OBs )
alig (0 50 o Byl sl dundauddl] daglill poas
doadll Lilhy » by 3 ) doldl 883 s ssall badus usy
VL) olos dllay Wl duslead] Slduome oy 03 claialdll
2B aBge Y dals Slusd) ode Ji& 3] dases dughuldl]
Lpllsie oo & olos of Lyales dillay | SlagSerdl o 5y
gsd9s oo obdlokly Jlesdl iagSo dBlge sl o3 LS
Gl " los" Byg0 (5 8,58 slhacl Ui Loud T us (3l
dl duhall el els Olasl § .ol LAl gluo
SISyl eagilly Jloslly gdadlork) dudy)l oYl (iBlge
Loyl slg] Sz (e pasdly gublydga] ol
Ololuza) pol (s dodsy

A G Oyl i dplosial dgs 00 lisS ile U
ULl slly Guguldl dage J55 G @osmebl 90l itk Sl
o 085l es on il )1 g JsYI all § Jislw] dsa)
eodle] d disepall 8ymdl Slale) u @y I OB
Yl dosSe 99 1948 sils /501 (e e uald] & ealod
i Olus e a2 Joall 89iy dasls dpY Cudy aad
8,54l 04i¥s e Basuill dSlakl s8> Lays lpdly phudd
O 08 U ol g degSe JI5 Y s Pplsall e ddsupall
IS e Ll ] 85 § 40 Canld s3I 5ol 515 (55al dsg
adlork] dagSa £l 39 ducshy e 1325 Olud (Ao 3)9 LS MY
S poasll pulzme § Clodll asl L] s Jlsw o ooy @
- dlhydl BV b sl Jbs Passl distll S
e BB Olambl pamy § GLIE oo el e el )
olos dolay ) duleadl § bzl i Jio . Gud b Bouome Culg
2 Bl ade Lilhy 083 U ol L1 od) 3, gl pall

3 See for example: "David Cameron's Speech to the Knesset in Israel,"” UK
Government, 12/3/2014, accessed on 22/11/2017, at: https://goo.gl/8PR8Pu

4 "Prime Minister Theresa May reaffirms UK's Pride in Balfour Declaration,"
Youtube, 26/10/2017, accessed on 27/10/2017, at: https://goo.gl/q4gyHG
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1 Robert Jackson and George Sorensen, Introduction to International
Relations: Theories and Approaches, 3" ed. (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2007), p. 62.

2 Alexander Wendt, "Constructing International Politics," International
security, vol. 20, no. 1 (1995), pp. 71 - 81.
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