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Political Stability in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation
Council: the Challenge of Migration and Population Instability
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Beside the military and external challenges, the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries are facing serious domestic non-conventional challenges, i.e.,
the demands of political reform, social mobilization, demographic imbalance,
environmental deterioration, resource depletion, the transformation and
diversification in post-oil economy, terrorism and radicalization etc. In particular
one of these new kinds of threats has started to be significant in the last decade.
The massive immigration and demographic imbalance between local citizens and
foreign residents in countries like the U.A.E, 10 percent; Qatar, 15 percent. This
imbalance and the massive immigration into the GCC countries increased the
vulnerability of these states, especially since it relates to other critical security
issues such as human security (food security for example, in UAE is an example,
the country import almost 95 percent of its food consuming) radicalization,
energy security, and domestic unrest especially after 2011.

Immigration, Demographic Imbalance, National Security,
Neorealism, GCC.
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*  Professor of Politics & International Relations, University of Aberdeen, Scotland.
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3 Michael Teitelbaum & Jay Winter, A Question of Numbers: High
Migration, Low Fertility, and the Politics of National Identity (New York: Hill
and Wang, 1998), pp. 242-243.

4 Jack Goldstone, "Population and Security: How Demographic Change
Can Lead to Violent Conflict," Journal of International Affairs, vol. 56, no.
1 (2002), p. 14; Myron Weiner, "International Migration and International
Relations," Population and Development Review, vol. 11 no. 3 (1985), pp.
441-455; Myron Weiner, "Security, Stability, and International Migration,"
International Security, vol. 17, no. 3 (1992), pp. 91-126.

5  Krebs & Levy, p. 87.

6  Ibid., p. 82; Ira Katznelson, "Working-Class Formation and the State:
Nineteenth-Century England in American Perspective," in: Peter Evans,
Dietrich Rueschemeyer & Theda Skocpol (eds.), Bringing the State Back In
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985), pp. 257-284; Ole Weaver et
al. (eds.), Identity, Migration and the New Security Agenda in Europe (New
York: St. Martins Press, 1993).
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2 Hans Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and
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Kenneth Organski, World Politics (New York: Knopf, 1968); Quincy Wright,
The Study of International Relations (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts,
1955); Ronald Krebs & Jack Levy, "Demographic Change and the Sources of
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Demography and National Security (New York: Berghahn Books, 2000), pp.
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10  Richard Haass, "Regime Change and Its Limits," Foreign Affairs, vol.
84, no. 4 (2004), pp. 66-78; Seymour Hersh, "The Coming Wars: What the
Pentagon Can Now Do in Secret," The New Yorker, vol. 81, no. 1 (2005), pp.
24-31.

11 Thomas Homer-Dixon, "On the Threshold: Environmental Changes
as Causes of Acute Conlflict," International Security, vol. 16, no. 2 (1991),
pp. 76-116; Thomas Homer-Dixon, "Environmental Scarcities and Violent
Conlflict: Evidence from Cases," International Security, vol. 19, no. 1 (1994),
pp. 5-40; Mark Miller, "International Migration and Global Security,"
in: Nana Poku & David Graham (eds.), Redefining Security: Population
Movements and National Security (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1998), pp. 67-90.

12 Poku & Graham.

13 Weiner, "International Migration"; Ashok Swain, "Environmental
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World Quarterly, vol. 17, no. 5 (1996), pp. 959-973.
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Public Affairs, 2004).
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7  Goldstone, pp. 15-16.

8  Myron Weiner, "Political Demography: An Inquiry into the Political
Consequences of Population Change," in: Myron Weiner (ed.), Rapid
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Johns Hopkins University Press, 1971), pp. 567-617; Nazli Choucri & Robert
North, Nations in Conflict (San Francisco: W.H. Freeman, 1975); Edward
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