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From the 20 February Movement to the Rif Movement:
Does Morocco Fear Democracy, or the Youth Generation?
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This study examines the role played by the youth of Morocco, turning this
generational group into a political and social force capable of proposing alternative
solutions to Morocco's political impasse, introducing dynamism and alternatives
along the path to democracy. The question which frames this study is: to what
extend did Moroccan youth contribute to the reshaping political culture in the
country? How do Moroccan youth conceptualize the transition to democracy,
and what happened to their demands? The author adopts a sociological definition
of a "generation", meaning that it does not define a generational cohort as a
homogenized social group but rather represents a set of people with a shared set
of anxieties surrounding their position in relation to other (previous) generations.

Generation, 20 February Movement, Rif Movement, Morocco,
Democratic Transition.
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1 Karl Mannheim, Essays on the Sociology of Knowledge, vol. 5 (New York:
Routledge, 1972), p. 277.

2 1Ibid, p. 282.

3 Richard Braungart & Margaret Braungart, "Les générations politiques,”
in: Jean Crete & Pierre Favre, Générations et politiques (Paris: Economica/

Les Presse de I' université Laval, 1989), p. 9.

4  Mannheim, pp. 290-291.
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1989), p. 68.

6 Ibid,, pp. 16-17.



-
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L&‘ LI.I.I.‘

o

dol oo Gasmlie /6,5 5y by pogde dualsll &l oo
& Luasluy Of a8 Gaolall gl HbYl lie Lsdly diuly
gl sy il Hswl Jgo dogylall SYSEY oo Dl
IS 018 3t OVT Uiy LSy -l ol IS § elozaYl
by e ol gyl 1ie JUeW polsd] dsu,b oS e
JlaVb B § e o5 ISU 8pudbl sl susy Loyl
doglandl Olousdl lgd gblas dso)b S9naS ddsll)
Lol OIoambl (LS oo L8latlg duslozs] Slsasbly

19085l sy dsslasdYlg

SHI Houll JWad] pue Ry usdl oo Couadl swas godig
Ak B 3y W § dasd! dadd) Slugll 4555 Cuomuol
Sr=bls QU Zlid) JSh § 828 dzydy 55 (48 Bz
ol W8y ezl ool Lilul JSsy Ul olgizmey ellgrud]
CiSa 3] Sy Yl Olsiad] & 30 Hoo dnasdl Olaad) odn
N> Suo LS dgldsg led] plucdly Jolgdl o QL) due
2011 diw (o 2l gl el lade I ploaod] Ologe
byl o ALl JLaYl oo aledl) oo LA CiSes
o5 o Jls Gise Lo L] Hladls (laddl odg) sushl

Aol OB Ly § $yde

e dislud] & o)) Ll " guload] Judl" psgie Jig dig)
4aally Gl delol 0gd ol e dde Slezell (g e
315 Jtasws LS . sloizVly gulead] dpumy § erleasYl J=il)
DM o LoloioVl dsdll lig) dusosBowgw Sel,d) dildod

iy I g ol 20 8y 394

U win :duye ol duubudl 634laJl .1
elaiaNl yo

Bae § grebl gHlad) e Ul doloa¥l OByl 750
45,y dagye digu)b dewlys Hlb] § 2011 diw § <ol 3y
Ll Shylansg Y55 (o blsd] ddye L dddlyg Jsl mazeed
s gy Lo @ Yelaze Gl OIS 3,2kl mazmedl O) 6 dalisee
Jelazl] 1ig) dS,oxbl 85l o dogas «olsdl Ol azsy clslog

16  Alan Spitzer, "The Historical Problem of Generations," The American
Historical Review, vol. 78, no. 5 (1973), pp. 1383-1384, accessed on 21/5/2018,
at: https://bit.ly/2HOgx4Z
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