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Does Generational Theory Provide an Explanation for the
Tunisian Revolution?
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Any attempts to interpret the Tunisian Revolution of 2011 through the prism
of generational shifts raises four major questions. The first two concern the
difficulty of attributing to young Tunisians any kind of generational or political
consciousness, particularly before the outbreak of the revolution in 2011. The
third and fourth questions relate to the concept of the "Generational Theory"
itself and its ability (or otherwise) to explain a wide spectrum of social factors.
Can the demographic approach sufficiently describe the Tunisian Revolution of
201172 This paper will demonstrate that a demographic approach can illuminate
not only an understanding of the Tunisian Revolution, but also of the wider social
and political changes which have shaped the country in recent times.

Youth, Tunisian Revolution, Generational Theory.
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2 Karl Mannheim, "The Problem of Generations," in: Karl Mannheim,
Essays on the Sociology of Knowledge: Collected Works, vol. 5, Paul Kecskemeti
(ed.), (London: Routledge/ Kegan Paul, 1952), pp. 276-322.

3 Margaret Braungart & Richard Braungart, "Les générations politiques,”
in: Jean Créte & Pierre Favre (dir.), Générations en politique (Paris and Laval:
Economica/ PUL, 1989), p. 14.

4  Frangois Mentré, Les générations sociales (Paris: Bossard, 1920).

5 José Ortega y Gasset, Le théme de notre temps (Sainte-Foy: Le griffon
d'argile, 1926).

6  Braungart & Braungart, pp. 13-14.

7 Magali Boumaza & Jean Frangois Havard, "Générations politiques:
Regards comparés. Avant-propos au théme," Revue internationale de
politique comparée, vol. 16, no. 2 (2009), p. 183; Claudine Attias-donfut, "La
notion de génération: Usages sociaux et concept sociologique," L'Homme et
la société, no. 9 (1988), pp. 36-50.

8  Mannheim, "The Problem of Generations," p. 292.

9  Braungart & Braungart, pp. 29-31.
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13 David Knoke, "Conceptual and Measurement Aspects in the Study

of Political Generations," Journal of Political and Military Sociology, no. 12
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15  Olivier Fillieule (dir.), Le désengagement militant (Paris: Belin, 2005),
note 10 a l'avant-propos, p. 252; Olivier Fillieule, "Propositions pour une
analyse processuelle de I'engagement individuel," Revue francaise de science
politique, vol. 51, no. 1-2 (2001), pp. 199-217.
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