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Sinai's Insurgency:
Implications of Enhanced Guerilla Warfare
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This paper relies on the academic literature on rebel movements and armed
rebellions to better the insurrection presently underway in the Egyptian
provinces of the Sinai. The paper seeks to understand the implications for
counter-insurgency policies, asking why the insurgency has proven so resilient,
and at times expanded. The military capabilities and resources available to the
militants will also be scrutinized, along with the Egyptian Army's blundering
attempts at counterinsurgency and the prevailing political environment. The
paper then moves to studying the tactical patterns and the overall strategy of the
ISIL affiliated group active in the Sinai. The author concludes that the failure of
counterinsurgency efforts, the continued absence of national reconciliation, the
failure to review and revise counterinsurgency policies serve to make the Sinai
region fertile ground for insurgents

Sinai Province, Rebel Movements, Military Regimes, Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant.
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3 Ben Connable & Martin C. Libicki, How Insurgencies End (Arlington:
Rand Publications, 2010); Patrick B. Johnston, "The Geography of Insurgent
Organization and its Consequences for Civil Wars: Evidence from Liberia
and Sierra Leone," Security Studies, vol. 17, no. 1 (2008), pp. 107-137; Jason
Lyall & Isaiah Wilson, "Rage against the Machines: Explaining Outcomes in
Counterinsurgency Wars," International Organization, vol. 63, no. 1 (2009),
pp. 67-106; Andrew Mack, "Why Big Nations Lose Small Wars: The Politics
of Asymmetric Conflict,” World Politics, vol. 27, no. 2 (1975), pp. 175-200;
Sebastian Schutte, "Geography, Outcome, and Casualties: A Unified Model
of insurgency," Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 59, no. 6 (September
2015), pp. 1-28; Ivan Arreguin-Toft, "How the Weak Win Wars: A Theory
of Asymmetric Conflict,” International Security, vol. 26, no. 1 (2001),
pp- 93-128.

4 Mao Tse-tung, On Protracted War (Beijing: Foreign Language Press,
1938 [1967]), p. 17.
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12 David Kilcullen, The Accidental Guerrilla: Fighting Small Wars in the
Midst of a Big One (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009); Hans Martin
Seig, "How the Transformation of Military Power Leads to Increasing
Asymmetries in Warfare? From the battle of Omdurman to the Iraq

Insurgency," Armed Forces and Society, vol. 40, no. 2 (2014), pp. 332-356.

13 G. Gray, "Internal Security in Sinai," WikiLeaks, WikiLeaks cable no.
05CAIRO1978, 14/3/2005, accessed on 27/6/2018, at: https://bit.ly/2IDIUKw
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American Political Science Review, vol. 97, no. 1 (2003), pp. 75-90.
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Pp. 284-295.
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