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The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (Daesh):

A General Framework and Critical Contribution to Understanding
the Phenomenon
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This text is an introduction to ACRPS published The Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant (Daesh). It deals with a range of methodological questions to help
understand the appearance of Islamic State (Daesh) as a phenomenon. It argues
that as a complex, political, social and religious phenomenon, Daesh requires
an approach that takes multifaceted and pluralistic perspectives. Hence, an
integrated methodological approach, in which disciplines simultaneously overlap
and reflect, examines Daesh within its context without neglecting its intellectual
and religious characteristics. This introduction argues that the existence of Daesh
relies solely on war and expansion; once expansion ceases, extinction begins.
It is a system that is built around a hostile environment, only remaining viable
through a continuous state of expansion and regression.

Islamic State "Daesh", Jihadi Salafism, Caliphate, Al Qaeda, Iraq.
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* Arab Public Intellectual, General Director of the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies.
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3 Charles Lister, "Profiling the Islamic State," Brookings Doha Center,
Analysis Paper, no. 13 (November 2014), p. 20, accessed on 18/1/2018, at:
http://brook.gs/2nkVmiM
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