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What are the Determinants of Sectarian Sentiments?
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Many tropes exist in the public sphere regarding the determinants of sectarian
sentiment. For example, it is assumed that the less educated and more vulnerable
might be more easily swayed by sectarian arguments. However, rather than rely
anecdotal evidence, this question can be assessed empirically. The Arab Opinion
Index contains a variety of demographic indicators as well as questions capturing
sectarian sentiment. Using this data, factors that truly have an effect on the
prevalence of sectarian sentiment can begin to be explained.
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