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Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies

The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS) is
an independent research institute for the study of the social
sciences and humanities, with particular emphasis on the

applied social sciences.

The ACRPS strives to foster communication between
Arab intellectuals and specialists in the social sciences and
humanities, establish synergies between these two groups,
unify their priorities, and build a network of Arab and

international research centers.

In its commitment to the Arab world's causes, the ACRPS
is based on the premise that progress necessitates the
advancement of society and human development and the
interaction with other cultures, while respecting historical
contexts, culture, and language, and in keeping with Arab

culture and identity.

To this end, the Center seeks to examine the key issues afflicting
the Arab world, governments, and communities; to analyze
social, economic, and cultural policies; and to provide rational
political analysis on the region. Key to the Center's concerns
are issues of citizenship and identity, fragmentation and unity,
sovereignty and dependence, scientific and technological
stagnation, community development, and cooperation among
Arab countries. The ACRPS also explores the Arab world's
political and economic relations with its neighbors in Asia and
Africa, and the Arab world's interaction with influential US,
European, and Asian policies in all their economic, political,

and communication aspects.

The Center's focus on the applied social sciences does not
detract from the critical analysis of social theories, political
thought, and history; rather, this focus allows an exploration
and questioning of how such theories and ideas have directly
projected themselves on academic and political discourse and

guided the current discourse and focus on the Arab world.

The ACRPS regularly engages in timely research, studies,
and reports, and manages several specialized programs,
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars that
target specialists and the general public. The Center publishes
in both Arabic and English, ensuring its work is accessible to

both Arab and non-Arab readers.
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External Factors and Arab Revolutions: Four Research Questions
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This study adopts a comparative approach to investigate the impact of the
reciprocal fears of internal and external parties on the stances of key actors
during the 2011 transitions. Apparently, the uncertainty that accompanies
any democratic elections has not been a local factor in the Arab cases because
regional and international forces have an interest in hindering democracy, being
a potential threat to the status quo. The study examines four interrelated problems
related to external factors. It concludes that the external factors that have hindered
democracy in non-Arab cases were not inevitable because addressing them seems
to have been related to changes in the international system and the emergence of
domestic democratic blocs that are able to exert pressure on external forces and
get them to change their positions.

Arab Revolutions, Counter-Revolutions, Democratic Transition,
Egypt, United States.
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Researcher, Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Professor of Political Science, Alexandria Univeristy, Egypt.
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1  Philippe C. Schmitter, "The influence of the International Context upon the
Choice of National Institutions and Policies in Neo-democracies," in: Laurence
Whitehead (ed.), The International Dimensions of Democratization: Europe and
the Americas (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), p. 28.
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Thomas Carothers, Aiding Democracy Abroad. The Learning Curve
(Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1999);
Timm Beichelt, "The Research Field of Democracy Promotion," Living
Reviews in Democracy, vol. 3 (July 2012); Peter Simmons, "The State of the
Art in the EU Democracy Promotion Literature," Journal of Contemporary
European Research, vol. 7, no. 1 (May 2011), pp .129-142.

5  Peter Burnell & Richard Youngs (eds.), New challenges to Democratization
(New York: Routledge, 2010), pp. 3-7, 13-34.
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James N. Rosenau (ed.), Linkage politics. Essays on the Convergence of
National and International Systems (New York: The Free Press, 1969);
Steven Levitsky & Lucan A. Way, "Linkage versus Leverage: Rethinking the
International Dimension of Regime Change," Comparative Politics, vol. 38,
no. 4 (July 2006), pp. 379-400.
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6  Crawford Young, The African Colonial State in Comparative Perspective
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994), pp. 2-12; Daron Acemoglu, Simon
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Development: An Empirical Investigation," American Economic Review,
vol. 91, no. 5 (December 2001), pp. 1369-1401; Julius A. Agbor, "How Does
Colonial Origin Matter for Economic Performance in Sub-Saharan Africa?"
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The study examines the influence of authoritarian regional powers on the
democratization process in the near abroad countries by focusing on Russia and
Saudi Arabia as case studies. It seeks to highlight how their "perception of threat" of
democratization or regime change in neighboring countries influences the nature
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study illustrates how the two regional actors engage in two parallel games related
to regime survival and geopolitical interests. It concludes that the effectiveness of
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The youth revolution in Yemen at the beginning of 2011 kindled a ray of hope
that the walls of tyranny could be broken down and the country could be pulled
back from the clutches of narrowly defined identities. It sharpened the will that
formed a "historical bloc" capable of rendering democratic transition successful.
However, the youth revolution never transcended the ecstasy of a romantic
revolutionary act to reach the stage of building institutions capable of enforcing
respect for the law and accommodating ethnic, tribal, sectarian and political
pluralism. This study addresses the impact of the Saudi-Iranian role on Yemen's
transition. It is premised on considerable importance attached regional factors,
which perhaps have even greater influence than domestic factors on the outcome
of the Yemeni revolution. The study stresses that the effects and limits of regional
factors are related to several variables, such as the vicissitudes of international
politics; international and regional balances and interests; as well as the strategic
location of the country subject to interference; its resources; its internal dynamics;
the maturity of local elites; the weight of political opposition; and the quality of
institutions.

Yemen, Revolution, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Democratic Transition.
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The paper investigates and analyzes the regional and international interactions
with the conflict in Libya, focusing on the period following the December 2015
political agreement in Skhirat, Morocco. The paper argues that this agreement
is the result of a limited consensus among domestic and regional forces. These
forces have moulded their foreign policies, over the course of the conflict,
based on a balance between concerns over the political and economic effects of
the Libyan democratic transition and their interests and ambitions for greater
control and influence. The conflict of interests between the external forces was a
substantial factor along with other internal determinants that have contributed
to obstructing the democratic transition process. Therefore, this paper explores
a series of research questions, mainly focusing on the role and behavior of the
influential external forces in Libya's domestic politics.

Libya, Regional Powers, Skhirat Agreement.
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The European Union and the Conditionality of Democracy:
Post-Arab Spring Case
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Despite the great pains made over the years since the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership passed the European Neighborhood Policy to support programs for
democratic reform in the phase following the Arab uprisings. The EU's conditional
policies to support democratic transformations in the Southern Mediterranean
Countries have revealed many structural imbalances. These countries did not
gain the desired political and democratic momentum that the Eastern European
countries. There was also a growing trend towards European Countries prioritizing
security considerations at the expense of supporting democracy, especially after
the increased security cooperation to combat terrorist threats and irregular
migration. These uprisings thus formed an experiment and a real challenge to
the credibility and effectiveness of the EU's conditional democratic policies. To
what extent have the European policies associated with democratic conditionality
succeeded in supporting the dynamics and interactions of the Arab uprisings?
Does maintaining security and stability and combating terrorism void European
democratic conditionality at its hard core?

European Union, Conditionality of Democracy, Democratic Transition.
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This study evaluates the impact of US aid on Egypt’s democratic transition process
following the January 2011 revolution. It uses a broader theoretical and analytical
framework to explain the role of external forces in the democratic transition in
authoritarian countries, specifically looking at US policy towards the spread of
democracy in Arab countries and, focusing on Egypt. The study also assesses the
scale, objectives and impact of US aid provided to Egypt after the revolution. It
is premised on the principle that the quantitative nature of aid may help better
understand the priorities of US foreign policy among other factors. The study
concludes by recommending the management of the public debate on the role
of US aid to spread democracy in Egypt, in light of results revealing the scale,
spending avenues and the potential impact of such aid.
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Trends in Arab public opinion regarding the role of the external factor in
democratic transition show a great deal of importance, in spite of the fact that
citizens of the Arab region do not believe that the external factor is the fundamental
impediment to democratic transition there. This paper presents trends in public
opinion on the Arab Spring revolutions, focusing on Arab citizens” evaluations
of the revolutions themselves and their subsequent standstill. It also presents
trends in assessment of the policies of world and regional powers by analyzing
the results of polling regarding the USA, Russia, Turkey and Iran, with the aim of
investigating Arab citizens’ opinions on issues of democratic transition.

Public Opinion, External Factor, Democratic Transition, Arab
Revolutions.
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the main conclusions arrived at. These must be provided in one English, and one Arabic version.

The research paper must include the following: a specification of the research problematic; an
explanation of the significance of the topic; specification of thesis or arguments; review of literature
emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous analysis; description of research methodology;

hypothesis and conceptual framework; bibliography.

All research papers submitted for consideration must include a complete bibliography covering
all references, regardless of whether or not these appear in the footnotes. References must be cited in
the original language in which the source was written. Authors must follow the referencing guidelines
adopted by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (See Appendix I for a complete guide

to the reference style used across all of our journals).

Research papers must normally be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, inclusive of references,
charts and tables, and appendices. The editors reserve the right to publish articles of longer length

in exceptional circumstances.

All diagrams, charts, figures and tables must be provided in a format compatible with either
Microsoft Office's spreadsheet software (Excel) or Microsoft Office's word processing suite (Word),
alongside high resolution images. Charts will not be accepted without the accompanying data from

which they were produced.
Submitted research must fall within the aims and research interests of the journal.

Extracts or chapters from doctoral theses and other student projects are only published in
exceptional circumstances. In such cases, the researcher should point this out clearly, and provide

full information about the thesis, including the title, the awarding institution and date of award.

Book reviews will be considered for submission to the journal provided that the book covers a
topic which falls within the scope of the journal and within the reviewer's academic specialization
and/or main areas of research. Reviews are accepted for books written in any language, provided

they have been published in the previous 3 years. Book reviews are subject to the same standards of
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Siyasat Arabiya is a bi-monthly peer reviewed academic journal published by the Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies (ISSN 2307-1583) dedicated to political science, international relations,
strategic affairs and public policy. First published in March 2013, the journal is overseen by an academic

editorial board and an actively engaged board of international advisers.

Contributions in Siyasat Arabiya are drawn from all fields of political science including international
relations, comparative politics, and national, regional, and international institutional systems. The
journal publishes critical insights into the operation of political systems, the behavior of governments
and political parties as well as the trends in civil society and social and political participation more
broadly. This is complemented with publications covering public opinion, issues of migration and
forced migration, war, civil war, conflict and human rights issues. Particular attention is paid to the
present-day political transition in the Arab world, especially democratization at all political levels and

its legal-constitutional and institutional aspects.

In addition to the editorial and advisory boards, the journal relies on two units active within the Arab
Center of Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS): the Policy Analysis Unit and the Arab Opinion Index,
which produces an annual report on public opinion across the Arab world. The journal's work is also
closely linked to the political science program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and the

Program for the Study of Arab Democratization within the ACRPS.

Publication in Siyasat Arabiya is governed by a strict code of ethics guiding the relationship between
the editorial staff and contributors. With three years of experience and interaction with specialists and
contributors the journal was recently (Spring, 2016) restructured to bring it in line with international
standards of academic publishing. Submission to and publication in Siyasat Arabiya must therefore

adhere to the following guidelines:

1. Original work which is submitted exclusively for publication within the journal. No work which
has been previously published fully or in part will be considered for publication in Siyasat Arabiya.
Similarly, no work which substantially resembles any other work published in either print or
electronic form, or submitted to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will

be considered for publication.
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Invitation to submit papers

The editors of Siyasat Arabia invite scholars to submit papers for consideration in future editions of

the journal. Siyasat Arabia, published bi-monthly in Arabic, covers the range of specialisms within

political science and strategic studies, including international relations, geopolitics and geostrategic

studies. The journal also carries critical, incisive essays and book reviews as well as primary source

materials. All submitted manuscripts will be subject to the same rigorous peer review process. The

journal aims to further and deepen debate around these topics for diverse audiences of professional

scholars and non-specialists alike while continuing to uphold its high academic standards.

All submissions intended for publication should be sent by email:

siyasat.arabia@dohainstitute.org

Address all correspondence to the Editor-in-Chief
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