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The European Union and the Conditionality of Democracy:
Post-Arab Spring Case
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Despite the great pains made over the years since the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership passed the European Neighborhood Policy to support programs for
democratic reform in the phase following the Arab uprisings. The EU's conditional
policies to support democratic transformations in the Southern Mediterranean
Countries have revealed many structural imbalances. These countries did not
gain the desired political and democratic momentum that the Eastern European
countries. There was also a growing trend towards European Countries prioritizing
security considerations at the expense of supporting democracy, especially after
the increased security cooperation to combat terrorist threats and irregular
migration. These uprisings thus formed an experiment and a real challenge to
the credibility and effectiveness of the EU's conditional democratic policies. To
what extent have the European policies associated with democratic conditionality
succeeded in supporting the dynamics and interactions of the Arab uprisings?
Does maintaining security and stability and combating terrorism void European
democratic conditionality at its hard core?

European Union, Conditionality of Democracy, Democratic Transition.
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