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Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies

The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS) is
an independent research institute for the study of the social
sciences and humanities, with particular emphasis on the

applied social sciences.

The

Arab intellectuals and specialists in the social sciences and

ACRPS strives to foster communication between

humanities, establish synergies between these two groups,
unify their priorities, and build a network of Arab and

international research centers.

In its commitment to the Arab world's causes, the ACRPS
is based on the premise that progress necessitates the
advancement of society and human development and the
interaction with other cultures, while respecting historical
contexts, culture, and language, and in keeping with Arab

culture and identity.

To this end, the Center seeks to examine the key issues afflicting
the Arab world, governments, and communities; to analyze
social, economic, and cultural policies; and to provide rational
political analysis on the region. Key to the Center's concerns
are issues of citizenship and identity, fragmentation and unity,
sovereignty and dependence, scientific and technological
stagnation, community development, and cooperation among
Arab countries. The ACRPS also explores the Arab world's
political and economic relations with its neighbors in Asia and
Africa, and the Arab world's interaction with influential US,
European, and Asian policies in all their economic, political,

and communication aspects.

The Center's focus on the applied social sciences does not
detract from the critical analysis of social theories, political
thought, and history; rather, this focus allows an exploration
and questioning of how such theories and ideas have directly
projected themselves on academic and political discourse and

guided the current discourse and focus on the Arab world.

The ACRPS regularly engages in timely research, studies,
and reports, and manages several specialized programs,
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars that
target specialists and the general public. The Center publishes
in both Arabic and English, ensuring its work is accessible to
both Arab and non-Arab readers.
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Liberalization without Democracy: The Role of External Factors
in the Stability of Moroccan Authoritarianism
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This study monitors the role of external factors in the stability of Moroccan
authoritarianism and controling the liberalization methods pursued by the
government over two stages: the final years of the Cold War and the 2011
Arab Spring. As much as these factors contributed to widening the margin of
liberalization in the Moroccan political arena, they also contributed to limiting this
liberalization (September 11, the post-2013 counterrevolutionary movement),
especially given the lack of internal will to mature it. While it is true that these
factors have made an impact, this remained within certain limits that allowed
actors abroad (the United States, the European Union and donor institutions) to
control the transformations of Moroccan politics and to manage contradictions,
thus creating an environment hostile to democratic transition in Morocco.

Morrocco, Authoritarianism, Liberalization, Democratic Transition,
Arab Spring.
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*  Proffessor, Regional Center for Education and Training Profession, Tangier, Morrocco.
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The military establishment played a pivotal role in shaping the political path of
the elite and their decisions in the Arab countries, including the Arab Maghreb,
whether through liberation movements under colonialism or in the post-
independence era. They took control and combined different models through
strategies predominantly concerned with security, military coercion and hard
security approaches. This study explores the role of the security and military
establishment following the events of the Arab spring in Tunisia and Libya. It
highlights the positive and negative impact of their interactions on civil-military
relations and deconstructs symbols of acquisition and functional use of the
relationship between the military and the authority, and its position on approaches
to transformation and democratic transition in the Maghreb region

Military Establishment, Tunisia, Libya, Democratic Transition, Hard
Security.
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The contemporary Yemeni state is characterized by strife and complications
involving all aspects of the state and society. These complexities go back to the
era of its inception and continue today, leaving serious implications for the
political, geographic and social unity of Yemen. There are very clear intersections
between the internal (political, economic, social) and external components,
which contribute to the sustained crisis in the Yemeni state. Successive Yemeni
governments have failed to fulfill their assumed duties and functions, thus
preventing them from dealing with all kinds of foreign interventions. Moreover,
tribal and sectarian roles in Yemen have historically prevailed over other Yemeni
political roles, which have not succeeded in transferring Yemen to civil rule. Nor
have they managed to build a democratic model that achieves stability and allows
Yemenis to participate actively in the political and economic process, consolidate
the concepts of citizenship and the rule of law, and safeguard the various rights
and freedoms of all members of Yemeni society.

Yemen, Tribalism, Sectarianism.
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Network Technology in the Face of Despotism: from the
Prisoner's Dilemma to the Jailer's Dilemma
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This study examines the ability of network technology to challenge despotism
regimes. It thus applies two theoretical approaches. The first is the "Prisoner's
dilemma" and the "despot/jailer's dilemma" and the second is the "case study”,
which studies a number of cases of "network technology", whether used by protest
groups or by authoritarian regimes, to determine the extent (and direction) of
their impact in practice. The study concludes that network technology — through
challenging the logic of the "prisoner's dilemma" and reversing it to become the
"jailer's dilemma" — can, theoretically, pose an element of weakness for despotism
regimes. However, in reality, network technology can be used by these regimes
with the same effectiveness, to respond to mass protests supported by technology.
This indicates that network technology can be seen as a neutralizing factor, the
impact of which should be studied relative to the impact of other factors.

Network Technology, Despotism Regimes, Mass Protests.
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*  Professor of Social Computing, Faculty of Economics and Political Science, Cairo University.
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4 Tom Burns & Walter Buckley, "The Prisoners' Dilemma Game as
a System of Social Domination," Journal of Peace Research, vol. 11, no. 3
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This study argues that a small state can have a greater regional impact than
larger states. It validates this claim by using the "network analysis" approach
to international relations. This approach deals with the concept of influence
differently from traditional schools such as realism and liberalism, which mostly
reduced the possibility of small states to exercise regional roles compared to larger
countries. The network analysis approach is relatively recent and is not widely
studied in Arab research. This paper reviews the evolution of this trend and its
most prominent concepts and some models before applying it to Jordan between
20112015-. This era witnessed many regional crises and attempts by large regional
states to increase their influence in the regional context.

International Relations, Small State, Jordan, Network Analysis,
Networks.
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Gulf States and the Challenges of Energy Transformations
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The Gulf states, as a center for oil and gas production, face the challenge of
adapting to an increasingly uncertain energy landscape as new resources arrive in
the market, and the reverberations of unstable demand and turbulent geostrategic
conditions. The great challenge for these countries, in which social peace depends
on unlimited consumption of subsidized energy, is to reduce consumption and
develop alternative energy sources to conserve traditional fuels for export. The
effects of these transformations are significant today, and the economic, social
and political stability of these countries, as well as their ability to remain major
players in the global energy system is at stake. Renewable energy policies, tailored
to the unique political, economic and social conditions of each country, need
to translate aspirations into swift practical action to succeed and rejuvenate the
option of cooperation within a productive institutional framework.

Gulf States, Energy, Renewable Energy.
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This paper compares the results of the Fragile States Index issued by the Fund for
Peace, a charitable organization, with indicators established in the Arab Opinion
Index, an annual survey undertaken by the Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies in a number of Arab countries. These indicators reflect the assessments
provided by Arab respondents of economic, social and political issues and what
their views mean in light of the specific country contexts. The paper also examines
whether citizens' views can be relied upon as indicators of the vulnerability of the
state and the extent to which the indicators of state vulnerability are accurate by
comparing them with the opinions of citizens in different areas. In this context,
based on the Arab Index survey, the paper relied on nine indicators out of 12
adopted by the Fragile States Index in order to interpret economic, social and
political opinions expressed by respondents.

Fragile States Index, Peace Fund, The Arab Opinion Index.
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Confidentiality: Unpublished data obtained through peer-review must be kept confidential and

cannot be used for personal research.

Intellectual property and copyright: The ACRPS retains copyright to all articles published in its

peer-reviewed journals. The articles may not be published elsewhere fully or partially, in Arabic or

in another language, without an explicit written authorization from the ACRPS.

Siyasat Arabiya's editorial board fully respects intellectual property when translating and publishing

an article published in a foreign journal, and will not proceed before getting the authorization from

the journal in question.

Siyasat Arabiya does not make payments for manuscripts published in the journal, and all authors

and researchers are exempt from publication fees.



Policy Analysis Unit-ACRPS, "President Trump: An Attempt to Understand the Background,"
Assessment Report, The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, accessed on 10/11/2016, at:
http://bit.ly/2j36v5S

Ethical Guidelines for Publication in Siyasat Arabiya

Siyasat Arabiya's editorial board maintains confidentiality and adheres to objectivity in the peer-
reviewing process. It adopts an anonymized peer review process, where the editorial board selects
the appropriate reviewer to assess paper's suitability for publication, according to specific criteria. In
case of a conflict between the reviewers regarding the publication assessment, a third peer-reviewer

will be selected.

Siyasat Arabiya relies on an accredited pool of experienced peer-reviewers who are up to date with

the latest developments in their field.

Siyasat Arabiya adopts a rigorous internal organization with clear duties and obligations to be

fulfilled by the editorial board.

Disclosure: With the exception of the editor in charge (editor-in-chief or those standing in for the
editor), neither the editors, nor the peer-reviewers, are allowed to discuss the manuscript with third
parties, including the author. Information or ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and
editing processes and related to possible benefits must be kept confidential and cannot be used for

obtaining personal gain.

When needed, based on the reviewer report, the editorial board may offer researchers methodological,

technical and other assistance in order to improve the quality of their submissions.

Siyasat Arabiya's editors commit to informing authors of the acceptance or otherwise of their

manuscripts, based on the reviewers' report, or to notify in case of rejection, specifying the reasons.

The journal remains committed to providing quality professional copy editing, proof reading and

online publishing service.

Fairness: The editors and the reviewers evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual and scientific

merit, without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs or political views of the authors.

Conflict of interests: Editors and peer-reviewers should not consider manuscripts in which they have
conflict of interests resulting from competitive, collaborative or other relationships or connections

with any of the authors, companies, or institutions connected to the papers.



Michael Gibbons et al., The New Production of Knowledge. The Dynamics of Science and Research in
Contemporary Societies (London: Sage, 1994), pp. 220221-.

In later quotes: Gibbons et al., p. 35.
The corresponding bibliographical entry:

Gibbons, Michael et al., The New Production of Knowledge. The Dynamics of Science and Research in

Contemporary Societies. London: Sage, 1994.

Author's name, "article title," journal title, volume number, issue number (Month/season Year),

page numbers.
Joshua I. Weinstein, "The Market in Plato's Republic," Classical Philology, no. 104 (2009), p. 440.
The corresponding bibliographical entry:

Weinstein, Joshua I. "The Market in Plato's Republic." Classical Philology. no. 104 (2009),.

N.B. Cited only in footnotes, not in the references/bibliography. Example:

Ellen Barry, "Insisting on Assad's Exit Will Cost More Lives, Russian Says," The New York Times,
29/12/2012.

When quoting electronic resources on websites, please include all the following: Author's name
(if available), "The article or report title," series name (if available), website's name, date of publication

(if available), accessed on 9/8/2016, at: http://www...

The full link to the exact page should be included. Please use an URL Shortener (Bitly) or (Google

Shortner). Example:

John Vidal, "Middle East faces water shortages for the next 25 years, study says," The Guardian,
27/8/2015, accessed on 31/10/2015, at: http://bit.ly/2k97Wxw



rigorous scrutiny which apply to research papers. Book reviews must be between 4,500 and 5,000

words in length.

The peer review process for Siyasat Arabiya and for all journals published by the ACRPS is
conducted in the strictest confidence. Two preliminary reviewers are selected from a short list
of approved reader-reviewers. In cases where there is a major discrepancy between the first two
reviewers in their assessment of the paper, the paper will be referred to a third reviewer. The editors
will notify all authors of a decision either to publish, publish with modifications, or to decline to

publish, within two months of the receipt of the first draft.

Siyasat Arabiya’s editorial board adheres to a strict code of ethical conduct, which has the clearest
respect for the privacy and the confidentiality of authors. The journal does not make payments
for articles published in the journal, nor does it accept payment in exchange for publication. In
the final production stages, the order of articles published in specific editions is decided on purely

technical grounds.

Footnotes and Bibliography

Author's name, Title of Book, Edition (Place of publication: Publisher, Year of publication), page number.

Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New York: Penguin, 2006),
pp- 99100-.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera, Edith Grossman (trans.), (London: Cape, 1988),
pPp- 24255

In quotes not immediately following the reference: Pollan, p. 31.

Where there are several references by the same author, add a short title: Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma,

p- 31

In quotes immediately following the reference: Ibid., p. 32.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin, 2006.

For books by three or more authors, in the note, list only the first author, followed by et al.:



Submissions must be accompanied by a curriculum vitae (CV) of the author, in both Arabic

and English.
All submissions must include the following elements:
A title in both Arabic and English together with the author's institutional affiliation.

An abstract, ranging between 250 and 300 words in length as well as a list of keywords. The
abstract must explicitly and clearly spell out the research problematic, the methodologies used, and

the main conclusions arrived at. These must be provided in one English, and one Arabic version.

The research paper must include the following: a specification of the research problematic; an
explanation of the significance of the topic; specification of thesis or arguments; review of literature
emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous analysis; description of research methodology;

hypothesis and conceptual framework; bibliography.

All research papers submitted for consideration must include a complete bibliography covering
all references, regardless of whether or not these appear in the footnotes. References must be cited in
the original language in which the source was written. Authors must follow the referencing guidelines
adopted by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (See Appendix I for a complete guide

to the reference style used across all of our journals).

Research papers must normally be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, inclusive of references,
charts and tables, and appendices. The editors reserve the right to publish articles of longer length

in exceptional circumstances.

All diagrams, charts, figures and tables must be provided in a format compatible with either
Microsoft Office's spreadsheet software (Excel) or Microsoft Office's word processing suite (Word),
alongside high resolution images. Charts will not be accepted without the accompanying data from

which they were produced.
Submitted research must fall within the aims and research interests of the journal.

Extracts or chapters from doctoral theses and other student projects are only published in
exceptional circumstances. In such cases, the researcher should point this out clearly, and provide

full information about the thesis, including the title, the awarding institution and date of award.

Book reviews will be considered for submission to the journal provided that the book covers a
topic which falls within the scope of the journal and within the reviewer's academic specialization
and/or main areas of research. Reviews are accepted for books written in any language, provided

they have been published in the previous 3 years. Book reviews are subject to the same standards of
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Siyasat Arabiya is a bi-monthly peer reviewed academic journal published by the Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies (ISSN 23071583-) dedicated to political science, international relations,
strategic affairs and public policy. First published in March 2013, the journal is overseen by an academic

editorial board and an actively engaged board of international advisers.

Contributions in Siyasat Arabiya are drawn from all fields of political science including international
relations, comparative politics, and national, regional, and international institutional systems. The
journal publishes critical insights into the operation of political systems, the behavior of governments
and political parties as well as the trends in civil society and social and political participation more
broadly. This is complemented with publications covering public opinion, issues of migration and
forced migration, war, civil war, conflict and human rights issues. Particular attention is paid to the
present-day political transition in the Arab world, especially democratization at all political levels and

its legal-constitutional and institutional aspects.

In addition to the editorial and advisory boards, the journal relies on two units active within the Arab
Center of Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS): the Policy Analysis Unit and the Arab Opinion Index,
which produces an annual report on public opinion across the Arab world. The journal's work is also
closely linked to the political science program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and the

Program for the Study of Arab Democratization within the ACRPS.

Publication in Siyasat Arabiya is governed by a strict code of ethics guiding the relationship between
the editorial staff and contributors. With three years of experience and interaction with specialists and
contributors the journal was recently (Spring, 2016) restructured to bring it in line with international
standards of academic publishing. Submission to and publication in Siyasat Arabiya must therefore

adhere to the following guidelines:

1. Original work which is submitted exclusively for publication within the journal. No work which
has been previously published fully or in part will be considered for publication in Siyasat Arabiya.
Similarly, no work which substantially resembles any other work published in either print or
electronic form, or submitted to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will

be considered for publication.
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Invitation to submit papers

The editors of Siyasat Arabia invite scholars to submit papers for consideration in future editions of

the journal. Siyasat Arabia, published bi-monthly in Arabic, covers the range of specialisms within

political science and strategic studies, including international relations, geopolitics and geostrategic

studies. The journal also carries critical, incisive essays and book reviews as well as primary source

materials. All submitted manuscripts will be subject to the same rigorous peer review process. The

journal aims to further and deepen debate around these topics for diverse audiences of professional

scholars and non-specialists alike while continuing to uphold its high academic standards.

All submissions intended for publication should be sent by email:

siyasat.arabia@dohainstitute.org

Address all correspondence to the Editor-in-Chief
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