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Network Technology in the Face of Despotism: from the
Prisoner's Dilemma to the Jailer's Dilemma
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This study examines the ability of network technology to challenge despotism
regimes. It thus applies two theoretical approaches. The first is the "Prisoner's
dilemma" and the "despot/jailer's dilemma" and the second is the "case study”,
which studies a number of cases of "network technology", whether used by protest
groups or by authoritarian regimes, to determine the extent (and direction) of
their impact in practice. The study concludes that network technology — through
challenging the logic of the "prisoner's dilemma" and reversing it to become the
"jailer's dilemma" — can, theoretically, pose an element of weakness for despotism
regimes. However, in reality, network technology can be used by these regimes
with the same effectiveness, to respond to mass protests supported by technology.
This indicates that network technology can be seen as a neutralizing factor, the
impact of which should be studied relative to the impact of other factors.

Network Technology, Despotism Regimes, Mass Protests.
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4 Tom Burns & Walter Buckley, "The Prisoners' Dilemma Game as
a System of Social Domination," Journal of Peace Research, vol. 11, no. 3
(September 1974), p. 223; Tom Baumgartner, Walter Buckley & Tom Burns,
"Relational Control: The Human Structuring of Cooperation and Conflict,”
Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 19, no. 3 (September 1975), p. 417.

5 Information and Communication Technology.

6  Manuel Castells, The Rise of the Network Society: The Information Age:
Economy, Society, and Culture, vol. I, Information Age Series (London:
Blackwell, 1996), p. 500.
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2 Ana C. Dinerstein, "Too Bad for the Facts: Confronting Value with
Hope (Notes on the Argentine Uprising of 2001)," South Atlantic Quarterly,
vol. 113, no. 2 (2014), pp. 367-378; Nathan W. Swanson, "Embodying Tahrir:
Bodies and Geopolitics in the 2011 Egyptian Uprising," Area, vol. 48, no.
3 (September 2016), p. 303; Theodore Trefon, "The Political Economy of
Sacrifice: Kinois & the State," Review of African Political Economy, vol. 29, no.
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2010), p. 42.
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