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Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies

The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS) is
an independent research institute for the study of the social
sciences and humanities, with particular emphasis on the

applied social sciences.

The ACRPS strives to foster communication between
Arab intellectuals and specialists in the social sciences and
humanities, establish synergies between these two groups,
unify their priorities, and build a network of Arab and

international research centers.

In its commitment to the Arab world's causes, the ACRPS
is based on the premise that progress necessitates the
advancement of society and human development and the
interaction with other cultures, while respecting historical
contexts, culture, and language, and in keeping with Arab

culture and identity.

To this end, the Center seeks to examine the key issues afflicting
the Arab world, governments, and communities; to analyze
social, economic, and cultural policies; and to provide rational
political analysis on the region. Key to the Center's concerns
are issues of citizenship and identity, fragmentation and unity,
sovereignty and dependence, scientific and technological
stagnation, community development, and cooperation among
Arab countries. The ACRPS also explores the Arab world's
political and economic relations with its neighbors in Asia and
Africa, and the Arab world's interaction with influential US,
European, and Asian policies in all their economic, political,

and communication aspects.

The Center's focus on the applied social sciences does not
detract from the critical analysis of social theories, political
thought, and history; rather, this focus allows an exploration
and questioning of how such theories and ideas have directly
projected themselves on academic and political discourse and

guided the current discourse and focus on the Arab world.

The ACRPS regularly engages in timely research, studies,
and reports, and manages several specialized programs,
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars that
target specialists and the general public. The Center publishes
in both Arabic and English, ensuring its work is accessible to
both Arab and non-Arab readers.
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Remarks on External Factors in Democratic Transition
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The study defines the "external factor" and determines its impact on the transition
process. The study notes that the role of these factors in transition is different from
that of "democratization " if the external influence of the revolutions is minimal.
This is especially so in the case of spontaneous popular revolutions where the
external factor may be influential in the democratic transition, although its
impact is decisive only when accompanied by facilitating domestic factors. The
study shows the relationship between the external factor and the geostrategic
location of the Arab state whereby the external factor becomes more important
according to the importance of the state. The study follows the evolution of the
principle of supporting democracy in US politics, which has been linked to US
interests and has ended up supporting regime stability. It also monitors a regional
and international trend of "promoting autocracy".

Democratic Transformation, Democratic Wave, Consolidating Democracy;,
Autocracy, US Foreign Policy.
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Arab Public Intellectual, General Director of the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies.
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This paper addresses the implications of the transformation of the international
system from a bipolar to a unipolar system for realist theory. The paper
demonstrates and analyzes how realists react to this external challenge. The
paper demonstrates the traditional response to the "attack" on realism, in an
attempt to preserve its basic premises. It then proceeds to explain the different
revisionist orientations undertaken by the theorists of this school in an attempt
to harmonize the foundations of this theory with unipolarity. The study deals
with four revisionist approaches: "balance of threat", "soft balance", "balance of
interests" and "external balancing". This paper presents a new addition, "internal
balancing" which, while derived from the liberal theory opposed to realism,
comes with a realist adaptation to explain the length of the current unipolar era
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The war in Syria caused many people to flee the country, a large proportion of
which entered Jordan as refugees. This has depleted the resources of the Jordanian
government, and significantly impacted upon Jordanian society in all respects.
This paper analyses the impact of the influx of refugees into Jordan and highlights
the humanitarian, economic and social challenges and opportunities their
arrival presented to Jordanian society. The paper suggests that refugees can be
an important addition to host countries, making a positive contribution to the
economy and development.
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Media studies remains the weakest link in political and social research dealing
with the Arab region. The research that exists in this discipline remains limited in
terms of research questions, restricted in some form to the question of freedom,
and set in a defensive position lacking any originality. This study sheds light on
the political press, focusing on the Moroccan Francophone journal, Le journal,
issued from 1997-2010. The study aims to provide a new conceptual approach to
the power of the media that crystallized within the framework of a network of
interdependent concepts. These include the concepts of efficiency, independence
and leadership. The study hypothesizes that epistemological-methodological
liberalization evades the dominant reading of freedom adopted by both journalists
and researchers in foreign and Western research on Arab media.

Media Studies, Freedom of Expression, Political Journalism, Power of
the Media.
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This study evaluates the strength of the legislative bodies in three Arab
countries both on paper and in public opinion. It utilizes an existent measure,
the parliamentary power index, to gauge the strength of parliamentary bodies,
before comparing that with public perception. The study asks if the power given
to legislative bodies reflects the actual impact on policy from the point of view of
Arab citizens. This study uses the questions in the ACRPS Arab Opinion Index on
the legislative councils of Jordan, Morocco and Kuwait, in comparison with the
parliamentary power index, to make this assessment.

Arab Opinion Index, Legislative Bodies, Parliament, Jordan, Kuwait,
Morocco.
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explanation of the significance of the topic; specification of thesis or arguments; review of literature
emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous analysis; description of research methodology;

hypothesis and conceptual framework; bibliography.
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the original language in which the source was written. Authors must follow the referencing guidelines
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to the reference style used across all of our journals).
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Microsoft Office's spreadsheet software (Excel) or Microsoft Office's word processing suite (Word),
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which they were produced.
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Siyasat Arabiya is a bi-monthly peer reviewed academic journal published by the Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies (ISSN 2307-1583) dedicated to political science, international relations,
strategic affairs and public policy. First published in March 2013, the journal is overseen by an academic

editorial board and an actively engaged board of international advisers.

Contributions in Siyasat Arabiya are drawn from all fields of political science including international
relations, comparative politics, and national, regional, and international institutional systems. The
journal publishes critical insights into the operation of political systems, the behavior of governments
and political parties as well as the trends in civil society and social and political participation more
broadly. This is complemented with publications covering public opinion, issues of migration and
forced migration, war, civil war, conflict and human rights issues. Particular attention is paid to the
present-day political transition in the Arab world, especially democratization at all political levels and

its legal-constitutional and institutional aspects.

In addition to the editorial and advisory boards, the journal relies on two units active within the Arab
Center of Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS): the Policy Analysis Unit and the Arab Opinion Index,
which produces an annual report on public opinion across the Arab world. The journal's work is also
closely linked to the political science program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and the

Program for the Study of Arab Democratization within the ACRPS.

Publication in Siyasat Arabiya is governed by a strict code of ethics guiding the relationship between
the editorial staff and contributors. With three years of experience and interaction with specialists and
contributors the journal was recently (Spring, 2016) restructured to bring it in line with international
standards of academic publishing. Submission to and publication in Siyasat Arabiya must therefore

adhere to the following guidelines:

Original work which is submitted exclusively for publication within the journal. No work which
has been previously published fully or in part will be considered for publication in Siyasat Arabiya.
Similarly, no work which substantially resembles any other work published in either print or
electronic form, or submitted to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will

be considered for publication.
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Invitation to submit papers

The editors of Siyasat Arabia invite scholars to submit papers for consideration in future editions of

the journal. Siyasat Arabia, published bi-monthly in Arabic, covers the range of specialisms within

political science and strategic studies, including international relations, geopolitics and geostrategic

studies. The journal also carries critical, incisive essays and book reviews as well as primary source

materials. All submitted manuscripts will be subject to the same rigorous peer review process. The

journal aims to further and deepen debate around these topics for diverse audiences of professional

scholars and non-specialists alike while continuing to uphold its high academic standards.

All submissions intended for publication should be sent by email:

siyasat.arabia@dohainstitute.org

Address all correspondence to the Editor-in-Chief
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