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Public Administration Research and its Relationship with Public
Policies in the Arab World: A Critical Perspective
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This presentation reviews the development of public administration research in
the Arab world and its relationship to public policies, with a focus on research
that relied on studying the development of the field in the US experience. It
suggests that the political, economic and social environment, as well as values
remain essential determinants of academic and practical work in public
administration, and that the pursuit of global frameworks and models remains
subject to an understanding of environmental factors. The same applies to the
field of public policy. Siyasat Arabiya thus devoted this special issue to shed
light on the field of public administration and public policies in the Arab world.
It presented comparative perspectives of the status of public administration
research and public policies, with a view to asking questions, inviting researchers
and those interested in public administration in the Arab region to consider
issues and research methodologies in matters of public affairs, and calling for
the development of a research and teaching agenda that engages with points of
intellectual and methodological discord that characterize the field in the West.

Public Administration, Public Policy, The Arab World.
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Herbert A. Simon, Administrative Behavior: A Study of Decision-Making
Processes in Administrative Organization (New York: Macmillan, 1947).
9 Herbert A. Simon,
Administration Review, vol. 6, no. 1 (1946), pp. 53-67.

"The Proverbs of Administration," Public
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Dwight Waldo, The Administrative State: A Study of the Political Theory of
American Public Administration (New York: Ronald Press Company, 1948).
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Thomas S. Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chicago/ London:
The University of Chicago Press, 2012 "1962").

Lhy 12
David H. Rosenbloom and Howard E. McCurdy (eds.) Revisiting Waldo's
Administrative State: Constancy and Change in Public Administration
(Washington DC: Georgetown University Press, 2006).
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H. George Fredrickson & Kevin B. Smith, The Public Administration Theory
Primer (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2015).
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6  DonaldF. Kettl, The Transformation of Governance: Public Administration
for Twenty-First Century America (Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2002), p. 9.

7 David Rosenbloom & Howard McCurdy, "Introduction: Dwight
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17 Ibid.
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the Entrepreneurial Spirit is Transforming the Public Sector (Reading, MA:
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