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Social Science and Public Policymaking in the Arab Region:
Towards Building a Methodology to Bridge the Gap
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This study addresses the methodological dimension of the gap between social
research and public policymaking in the Arab region. It demonstrates several
intertwined factors that contributed to this phenomenon, the most important of
which are: lack of trust between researchers and decision makers, methodological
dependency, the absence of a scientific culture that promotes research based
evaluation, the lack of intellectual and moral courage among researchers and
weak demand for the use of multifaceted holistic approaches. The study concludes
that the success of enhancing coordination between social science research and
policymaking in the Arab region depends on the extent to which academic
freedoms are respected, considering this constitutes one of the most important
elements of scientific research and competency. Academia must also be allowed
to fulfill its role in developing serious and applicable scientific research.

Public Policymaking, Research Methods, Research Centers.
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1 Michael Huberman & Monica Gather Thruler, De la recherche a la
pratique: Eléments de base (New York : Peter Lang, 1991), p. 10.
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3 Jacques Mirenowicz, Sciences et Démocratie, le couple impossible?: Le
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