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The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS) is
an independent research institute for the study of the social
sciences and humanities, with particular emphasis on the

applied social sciences.

The ACRPS strives to foster communication between
Arab intellectuals and specialists in the social sciences and
humanities, establish synergies between these two groups,
unify their priorities, and build a network of Arab and

international research centers.

In its commitment to the Arab world's causes, the ACRPS
is based on the premise that progress necessitates the
advancement of society and human development and the
interaction with other cultures, while respecting historical
contexts, culture, and language, and in keeping with Arab

culture and identity.

To this end, the Center seeks to examine the key issues afflicting
the Arab world, governments, and communities; to analyze
social, economic, and cultural policies; and to provide rational
political analysis on the region. Key to the Center's concerns
are issues of citizenship and identity, fragmentation and unity,
sovereignty and dependence, scientific and technological
stagnation, community development, and cooperation among
Arab countries. The ACRPS also explores the Arab world's
political and economic relations with its neighbors in Asia and
Africa, and the Arab world's interaction with influential US,
European, and Asian policies in all their economic, political,

and communication aspects.

The Center's focus on the applied social sciences does not
detract from the critical analysis of social theories, political
thought, and history; rather, this focus allows an exploration
and questioning of how such theories and ideas have directly
projected themselves on academic and political discourse and

guided the current discourse and focus on the Arab world.

The ACRPS regularly engages in timely research, studies,
and reports, and manages several specialized programs,
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars that
target specialists and the general public. The Center publishes
in both Arabic and English, ensuring its work is accessible to

both Arab and non-Arab readers.
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From Militias to Political Parties: How and Why Do Armed
Organizations Take Up Non-Violent Activism?
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This study focuses on transitions from armed to unarmed political action, focusing
on the academic definitions in use, causal variables, dynamic processes, and their
implications for states. This paper frames the shifts to unarmed political activism
within the trajectory of democratic transition, peacebuilding, civil-military
relations, combating violent extremism, and combating "terrorism". The research
is based on a study of twenty-six cases of transformation in twenty countries and
represents a carefully selected sample from a wider global phenomenon. This
study raises several questions: How and why do collective transformations from
armed to unarmed activism happen and what are the conditions for initiating and
sustaining these processes? What are the different trajectories of moving away
from armed action? Does the transformation happen after a military victory, a
military defeat, or a draw in an armed conflict between an insurgent group and
an incumbent authority?

Armed Organizations, Political Parties, Democratic Transition,
Civil-Military Relations.
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Seth G. Jones & Martin C. Libicki, How Terrorist Groups End: Lessons for
Countering al Qa'ida (Santa Monica: RAND Publications, 2008), p. 19.

6  Ibid, pp. 141-185.

7 Omar Ashour, The De-Radicalization of Jihadists: Transforming Armed
Islamist Movements (London; New York: Routledge, 2009), pp. 12-18.

8  Carrie Manning & Ian Smith, "Political Party Formation by Former
Armed Opposition Groups after Civil War," Democratization, vol. 23, no. 6
(2016), p. 973.
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Islamist Movements.
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9 Jillian Schwedler, "Can Islamists Become Moderates? Rethinking the
Inclusion-Moderation Hypothesis," World Politics, vol. 63, no. 2 (2011),
pp. 347-376.

"The
Transforming Armed Islamist Movements by Omar Ashour," Perspective in
Politics, vol. 9, no. 2 (June 2012), pp. 472-474.

10 Thomas Hegghammer, De-Radicalization of Jihadists:
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Today, India is actively engaged in projecting its influence beyond its geographic
proximity. It has a proactive policy based on national interests and driven by its
growing needs, particularly for energy imports, and an ambition to achieve a
position of global prominence. The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is of great
geopolitical importance to India's strategy because of its geographic proximity,
the abundance of energy resources, the great financial assets, and as the place with
the largest Indian immigrant community. Nevertheless, many regional contenders
may challenge India's interests in the region. This article discusses the geopolitical
and economic importance of the GCC states and their current position in India's
strategy. It explores the driving forces behind novel strategic partnerships between
them. It also analyses how third-party relations with the GCC states or India may
affect their relationships, such as China, Pakistan, and Iran. It also focuses on the
new containment policy of India and China and their geopolitical contest over
the Gulf and the GCC's hydrocarbon and financial assets.

India, GCC States, Indian Ocean, China, Geopolitics, New Containment
Policy.
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This study discusses the institutional legacy of economic liberalization policies in
shaping the contemporary reality of civil-military relations in Arab Spring states,
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has led to the emergence of a military oligarchy operating under a civilian cover,
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Latin America's Truth Committees: A Comparative Study of
Institutional Dynamics and Politics of Memory

dusI lﬁpofg@dmﬁgﬁubﬂmu_mlé @I)IQJNIMMMUJJIOL@M
s ) ) BTN (e uy) UJLO_O@LUJJLQQL_UJQ dJleyldaell el go
a_JJLAJJIcumJ LLSUIGUJIU[QLUJ&JIGLLCLQJQJHQLLLLUUQ[AJQ grug . Wq L}.UJSJS”
LEU_”L_JLLOLUJ_”CULLJJJ_O JVA o ddluaeiuletiwlg LSLJQI}QOJJJLJQ.ALJU olauyl
CJlno k}U}._Jq_L”OJIJILSLQU_LLCLO_”JIQJIKELJl&_QFQ_IJQ A8 glad uuawl e bal)
ol dwll g Lg}gld.mg&okgdﬂsllral_uulg dJua ol sldlaiog dan o UlaAll
Jgaul g duil ylaldl ladaslg gl wbanildesdn) Ing)l daigadl glad sl
aJLpJJJIaﬂJI«_JLuALJlom CUjiAl L0 ja63g . dasludl colalainl éyyl jglaig aloasal
Ao Lol cujpol o Jgail A g9 blpAiNl Ul laiedag CLOJQJXHOJ_EJLLQJQ_CLELL_”

quLJI e wlhg] pad cudclald glalloia Lmeg LguJI

iUl Ly ol 6y Al dIEBYl d el galpaagl Jgil
Al bl

This paper seeks to uncover the roles played by truth commissions in Latin America
in establishing transitional justice, in a comparative study that draws upon three
main experiences: Argentina, Chile, and Peru. It highlights the contexts that
allowed these experiences to adhere to the democratic transformation and absorb
its complexities, by questioning the dynamics that accompanied the establishment
of truth commissions, and identifying the roles of actors in managing tension
between the demands of victims and the requirements of reconciliation and
civil peace. The paper demonstrates that the establishment of truth commissions
was linked to the nature of the challenges faced by Latin countries undergoing
democratization and transcending the legacy of previous violations. Inasmuch as
these challenges reduced the crisis of legitimacy that ravaged these systems and
led them to engage in this transformation, they also highlighted the potential that
these committees have provided for actors to manage the sequence of this shift.

Democratic Transition, Transitional Justice, Memory, Latin America,
The Politics of Memory.
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There is a central premise in the popular rationale inspiring the "global" war
on terrorism, according to which failed states play a major role in nurturing
international terrorism, thus requiring external intervention and subjection to
enforced democratization. This rationale is based on two interrelated axioms
- First: there is a direct link between failed states and international terrorism;
Second: democratic governance reduces the use of terrorism. This study assumes
that there is no causal relationship between failed states and international
terrorism, and that the assertion of democratic governance's ability to reduce the
frequency of terrorism is exaggerated, if not completely inaccurate.
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Palestinian Public Opinion on the Preferences of Unarmed and
Armed Resistance
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The Palestinian Authority today is facing enormous pressure. Lack of international
and regional political support, coupled with declining economic support and
internal legitimacy, has led to a situation in which the PA's days may be numbered.
Thisis especially true given Israel's seeming commitment to eminent annexation of
much of the PA's promised territory. But Palestinian society today has undergone
immense transformation since 1994; Palestinians are more fragmented,
demobilized, and politically stagnant than ever before. If the Palestinian Authority
collapses, and its formalized institutions which have overtaken Palestinian society
for the past two decades disappear, how will Palestinians respond? Will the
territories degenerate into violence, or will Palestinians coordinate to undertake
strategies to organize a Palestinian response? This brief review Palestinian public
opinion on preferences for non-violent strategies versus violent strategies, and
examines what variables impact this dynamic.

Public Opinion, Unarmed Resistance, Armed Resistance,
the Arab-Israeli Conflict.
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Pearson chi2(12) = 39.575 P value = 0.000***

5 Kathleen Cunningham, "Determinants of Civil War and Nonviolent
Campaign in Self-Determination Disputes,”" Journal of Peace Research,
vol. 50, no. 3 (May 2013), pp. 291-304.
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Siyasat Arabiya's editorial board maintains confidentiality and adheres to objectivity in the peer-
reviewing process. It adopts an anonymized peer review process, where the editorial board selects
the appropriate reviewer to assess paper's suitability for publication, according to specific criteria. In
case of a conflict between the reviewers regarding the publication assessment, a third peer-reviewer
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the latest developments in their field.
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parties, including the author. Information or ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and
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obtaining personal gain.
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technical and other assistance in order to improve the quality of their submissions.

Siyasat Arabiya's editors commit to informing authors of the acceptance or otherwise of their

manuscripts, based on the reviewers' report, or to notify in case of rejection, specifying the reasons.

The journal remains committed to providing quality professional copy editing, proof reading and

online publishing service.

Fairness: The editors and the reviewers evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual and scientific

merit, without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs or political views of the authors.
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Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin, 2006.
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Book reviews will be considered for submission to the journal provided that the book covers a
topic which falls within the scope of the journal and within the reviewer's academic specialization
and/or main areas of research. Reviews are accepted for books written in any language, provided
they have been published in the previous 3 years. Book reviews are subject to the same standards of
rigorous scrutiny which apply to research papers. Book reviews must be between 4,500 and 5,000

words in length.

The peer review process for Siyasat Arabiya and for all journals published by the ACRPS is
conducted in the strictest confidence. Two preliminary reviewers are selected from a short list
of approved reader-reviewers. In cases where there is a major discrepancy between the first two
reviewers in their assessment of the paper, the paper will be referred to a third reviewer. The editors
will notify all authors of a decision either to publish, publish with modifications, or to decline to

publish, within two months of the receipt of the first draft.

Siyasat Arabiya’s editorial board adheres to a strict code of ethical conduct, which has the clearest
respect for the privacy and the confidentiality of authors. The journal does not make payments
for articles published in the journal, nor does it accept payment in exchange for publication. In
the final production stages, the order of articles published in specific editions is decided on purely

technical grounds.
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electronic form, or submitted to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will

be considered for publication.

Submissions must be accompanied by a curriculum vitae (CV) of the author, in both Arabic

and English.
All submissions must include the following elements:
A title in both Arabic and English together with the author's institutional affiliation.

An abstract, ranging between 250 and 300 words in length as well as a list of keywords. The
abstract must explicitly and clearly spell out the research problematic, the methodologies used, and

the main conclusions arrived at. These must be provided in one English, and one Arabic version.

The research paper must include the following: a specification of the research problematic; an
explanation of the significance of the topic; specification of thesis or arguments; review of literature
emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous analysis; description of research methodology;

hypothesis and conceptual framework; bibliography.

All research papers submitted for consideration must include a complete bibliography covering
all references, regardless of whether or not these appear in the footnotes. References must be cited in
the original language in which the source was written. Authors must follow the referencing guidelines
adopted by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (See Appendix I for a complete guide

to the reference style used across all of our journals).

Research papers must normally be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, inclusive of references,
charts and tables, and appendices. The editors reserve the right to publish articles of longer length

in exceptional circumstances.

All diagrams, charts, figures and tables must be provided in a format compatible with either
Microsoft Office's spreadsheet software (Excel) or Microsoft Office's word processing suite (Word),
alongside high resolution images. Charts will not be accepted without the accompanying data from

which they were produced.
Submitted research must fall within the aims and research interests of the journal.

Extracts or chapters from doctoral theses and other student projects are only published in
exceptional circumstances. In such cases, the researcher should point this out clearly, and provide

full information about the thesis, including the title, the awarding institution and date of award.
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SIYASAT ARABIYA

Siyasat Arabiya is a bi-monthly peer reviewed academic journal published by the Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies (ISSN 2307-1583) dedicated to political science, international relations,
strategic affairs and public policy. First published in March 2013, the journal is overseen by an academic

editorial board and an actively engaged board of international advisers.

Contributions in Siyasat Arabiya are drawn from all fields of political science including international
relations, comparative politics, and national, regional, and international institutional systems. The
journal publishes critical insights into the operation of political systems, the behavior of governments
and political parties as well as the trends in civil society and social and political participation more
broadly. This is complemented with publications covering public opinion, issues of migration and
forced migration, war, civil war, conflict and human rights issues. Particular attention is paid to the
present-day political transition in the Arab world, especially democratization at all political levels and

its legal-constitutional and institutional aspects.

In addition to the editorial and advisory boards, the journal relies on two units active within the Arab
Center of Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS): the Policy Analysis Unit and the Arab Opinion Index,
which produces an annual report on public opinion across the Arab world. The journal's work is also
closely linked to the political science program at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and the

Program for the Study of Arab Democratization within the ACRPS.

Publication in Siyasat Arabiya is governed by a strict code of ethics guiding the relationship between
the editorial staff and contributors. With three years of experience and interaction with specialists and
contributors the journal was recently (Spring, 2016) restructured to bring it in line with international
standards of academic publishing. Submission to and publication in Siyasat Arabiya must therefore

adhere to the following guidelines:

Original work which is submitted exclusively for publication within the journal. No work which
has been previously published fully or in part will be considered for publication in Siyasat Arabiya.

Similarly, no work which substantially resembles any other work published in either print or
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Invitation to submit papers

The editors of Siyasat Arabia invite scholars to submit papers for consideration in future editions of

the journal. Siyasat Arabia, published bi-monthly in Arabic, covers the range of specialisms within

political science and strategic studies, including international relations, geopolitics and geostrategic

studies. The journal also carries critical, incisive essays and book reviews as well as primary source

materials. All submitted manuscripts will be subject to the same rigorous peer review process. The

journal aims to further and deepen debate around these topics for diverse audiences of professional

scholars and non-specialists alike while continuing to uphold its high academic standards.

All submissions intended for publication should be sent by email:

siyasat.arabia@dohainstitute.org

Address all correspondence to the Editor-in-Chief
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