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Understanding Hamas: Remarks on Three Different and
Interrelated Theoretical Approaches
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This study distinguishes between three Interrelated theoretical approaches prevalent in
writings of researchers seeking to understand the emergence of the Islamic Resistance
Movement, "Hamas". The first of these approaches examines the movement from the
portal of ideology, stressing the importance of international and regional dimensions
and the rise of political Islam after the "setback” (Naksa) of the 1967 Six Day War.
The second approaches Hamas as representing a social movement seeking to revisit
the historical narrative of Palestinian society. The third considers it to be the heir of
the Palestinian national liberation movement, attributing its rise to transformations
witnessed in Palestinian identity and the Palestinian community's definition of itself.
Although the three readings do not contradict each other, a focus on one of them can
lead to oversimplification or exaggeration: emphasis on the first approach is at risk of
overlooking transformations in the movement in its later stages and a marginalization
at the micro level of local dimensions; emphasis on the second approach can result
in the overestimation of the effectiveness of collective action; exaggerated emphasis
on the third approach deprives social actors of their effectiveness. Hence this study
proposes situating Hamas in the intersection of these three approaches.

Hamas, Social Movements, the Intifada, the Muslim Brotherhood.
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2 Shireen T. Hunter, "Iran and the Spread of Revolutionary Islam", Third
World Quarterly, vol. 10, no. 2 (1988), pp. 730-749.
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Princeton University Press, 2004), chapter 2.
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