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Transitional Justice in Libya

In Real Terms, Useless Statutes
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Transitional justice in Libya is the key to stability of state and society. Under the
previous regime, many Libyans' rights were violated. The regime's collapse only
exacerbated these violations, in addition to bringing about the country's social
and cultural disintegration. The very exceptional nature of the Libyan state
complicated efforts to establish a transitional justice system in post-revolution
Libya. Successive governments since the revolution have failed to exercise control
over security. This paper deals with transitional justice in three sections. The first
reviews Libyan legislation since the 17 February 2011 revolution. The second
analyzes reasons for the failure of legislative efforts to implement an integrated
program of transitional justice. The third outlines short- and medium-term
requirements for implementing a transitional justice program.
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3 Ruti G. Teitel, Transitional Justice (New York: Oxford University Press,
2000), p. 3.
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