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The Transitional Justice Predicament in Tunisia

Between Complications and Challenges
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Early in the transitional justice process during and after the Tunisian revolution,
the need arose to develop a full-fledged legal framework guaranteeing the rights
of victims and, at the same time, of perpetrators. However, no sooner was
transitional justice legislation ratified than progress towards the objective faltered.
In an atmosphere of partisan political turbulence, the legislation resulted in weak
outcomes. This led to the conclusion that the foremost problem of transitional
justice does not lie in an absence of political will as much as in the philosophy on
which it is founded. This philosophy adheres to liberal democratic values in facing
the painful past and restoring rights to victims of despotism - by stipulating a set
of rights that put the victim and the executioner on the same footing, without
the slightest consideration of the balance of power between them. Consequently,
perpetrators and torturers tend to dodge justice and recognition of truth, equating
reconciliation with accountability.

Tunisian Revolution, Democratic Transition, Truth and Dignity
Commission, Civil Society, International Human Rights Law.
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