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Minorities and the National Structure in Assad's Syria
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This study breaks from the prevailing discourse portraying minorities as victims,
presenting them as multi-dimensional historical actors and analysing their
relationship with political modernity and national construction. It demonstrates
how sectarian differences were sharpened and Ottoman culture facilitated the
manipulation of minority groups by religious elites and the ruling clan. The Assad
regime, supported by Alawi clientelism, fuelled fear of Sunni Islam. In addition,
the revolution that began in 2011, accompanied by severe violent repression, has
turned into a civil war. The Assad employs sectarian vocabulary that targets the
Sunni majority in favour of the Shia minority and Iran. It views Damascus as the
capital of minorities, seeking to restore demographic change in Syria. The study
discusses factors to encourage a pluralist future Syria and focuses on the issue of
the state model that must be redefined, taking into account the existence of all
sects that share the same political culture, and all of them, including the Sunnis,
demand guarantees.

Syria, The Assad Regime, Minorities, Nation-building.
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Nadine Méouchy, "Minorités et construction nationale dans la Syrie des Assad," Horizons maghrébins - le droit a la mémoire, no. 74
(2016), pp. 37-53.
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Nadine Méouchy, "Comment interroger les mobilisations sociales en tant
qu'historien?" in: G.D. Khoury & N. Méouchy (dir.), Etats et sociétés de
I'Orient arabe en quéte d'avenir, 1945-2005, vol. II (Dynamiques et enjeux)
(Paris: Geuthner, 2007), pp. 293-320.
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Bernard Heyberger & Girard Aurélien (coordinateurs), "Chrétiens au
Proche-Orient," Archives des sciences sociales des religions (Paris: Editions
de I'EHESS, 2015).
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Maisonneuve, 1985), pp. 45-53.
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vol. 1-2 (Paris: Allary Editions, 2015).
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37  Kheder Khaddour, "No One has an Interest in Destroying the Syrian
State," interview, The Syrian Observer (15/7/2015).
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