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Mauritania between the Enormity of the Humanitarian Legacy
and the Intractability of Transitional Justice
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This paper determines whether the steps taken by the state towards transitional
justice in Mauritania are commensurate with the heavy legacy of human
rights violations witnessed in the country. It also seeks to hold that experience
accountable, in order to identify the reasons for its failure. The article concludes
that although Mauritania is yet to erect a transitional justice system, the first signs
of such justice appear to be closer to the model of compensatory justice taken
by some African countries than to the punitive justice model adopted by many
European and Latin American countries. However, this latter model is more
effective, since punishment for such crimes is a guarantee that it is not important
to repeat them.

Mauritania, Transitional Justice, Human Rights Legacy, Human
Rights, Compensatory Justice.
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