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The Centrality of the Eastern Region in Sudan's Peace:
Existing Tensions and Prevention of Escalation of Conflict
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Eastern Sudan is in a critical stage, where local fault lines intersect with Horn of Africa
tensions and regional and international ambitions. This study traces those fissures and
their intersections in order to understand and analyze the conflict in the region. Its basic
premise is that eastern Sudan represents the priority and geographical entry point in the
Sudanese peace-building process, and that the establishment/strengthening of peace
in this region is linked to a reciprocal relationship with the security and stability of the
Horn of Africa. The study presents preliminary ideas, in terms of preventive diplomacy,
that may contribute to healing the rifts. It is based on a combination of primary sources,
literature, and personal interviews with Sudanese academics, diplomats and other
actors. In addition, it builds on the outputs of two workshops from the Sudan Track II
Peace Dialogue Project. It frames some aspects of the analysis and ideas presented with
a set of theories and hypotheses that intersect with the field of conflict studies, following
the "combined approach," for studying complex conflict environments.

Sudan, Horn of Africa, Preventive Diplomacy, Conflict Analysis.
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1  Sultan Barakat et al., "The Composite Approach: Research Design in the
Context of War and Armed Conflict," Third World Quarterly, vol. 23, no. 5
(October 2002), p. 991.

2 John Young, "Eastern Sudan: Caught in a Web of External Interests,"
Review of African Political Economy, vol. 33, no. 109 (September 2006),
pp. 594-595.
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4 International Crisis Group, Sudan: Preserving Peace in the East,
Africa Report no. 209 (November 2013), accessed on 13/9/2021, at:
https://bit.ly/36UThka
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6  International Crisis Group, Sudan: Preserving Peace in the East, pp. 2-3.

7  Young, pp. 594-595.
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