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Consociational Democracy in Iraq: Reproducing Ethnic,
Religious, and Linguistic Minorities as Political Minorities

_LQJLOQIJ_Q_JILEUJ(LL,LUU_LLLJIQLLQ_QJICU.SJJILQJJI LguuLoulroUquluLJ duwljJlora Jalaj
6alg duwluw dga LA digellg dialig axuklluhlgsllewlochnggramL_m 2003
CJacg JLu_cslILngk_JLngslILLJJLJAIJ dyaollalangiiia el mlquu_o duwilaiag
nqululemkgwumAgcu_cLamluulglLulﬁ ol 1oy duwluw sl GulsVloia
Cll_8Jl d_clivn dalac Lgl_g}_uu_ll gl il (gle 6)al8 jié c1lAag 2003 olc Jub
A AL d_wjlaadl Laian 10g el (qd d bl d wjlaadl ¢l .dmluwl
duiualg dudiyl eoluddV laus Las eolelandl pLibl 6ale] wlawl gle d_a5l6 caliA Log.ac
CLO_JUQ_JI)UC}_ﬁ.(L”LSULJ JAal gieas.dio1on duwluw dwjlao wlJgaii ,an dugollig
(wlbuudialg ] Imua}g 19g. MLLLLLJI@.OLJ}JJILUJJ_QJLSUUFO_J xlql(aJI Aoyl
LSl laadlgs dnlnal g Aaill qs Jial ol gL w o llsdlells el gl

ol bigaall el e (qle g ellg diallg

s disolg il dunlyd ol (Gl

This study argues that the political system resulting from the post-2003 political
process in Iraq contributed to the reproduction of ethnic, religious and linguistic
minorities within a homogeneous political identity, without taking into account
the multiplicity of ideological orientations within the minorities themselves. These
minorities have become political minorities, but they are powerless and unable to
change or influence the political decision-making process in Iraq. This means that
political practice in Iraq, including general electoral practice, remained a practice
based on the reproduction of ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, and did
not turn into a real political practice. In other words, the identity marker (sect,
ethnicity, etc.) comes before the political manifesto. This political reality imposed
on ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities a political behaviour represented
in voting for their ethnic, religious and linguistic parties, just as they were in the
one-party era.
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Journal of Democracy, vol. 25, no. 2 (2014), pp. 5-20.

3 Ibid, p. 8.
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