-
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L&‘ LI.LL‘

o

https://doi.org/10.31430//XDXM8123 | 2021-10-14 | 2021-09-20 | 2021-09-01 |

Sdjqu (g "drel dga” cyjlail 1aled
Why Did the “Baath State” in Syria Collapse?
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This paper investigates the factors that have led to the collapse of Baath-ruled Syria. It
argues that the abandonment of the rentier - distributive economic system that had
traditionally propped up the social base of the Baath party (labourers, farmers, and rural
populations) and the adoption of liberal economic policies was key to the crisis. The
end of the Cold War, the passing of resistance discourse, with the start of the Middle
East peace process, and the information revolution have contributed to weakening the
cultural and ideological hegemony of the Syrian Baath-ruled state. This led to increasing
reliance on the security apparatus to control an increasingly young and educated society.
The loosening economic grip of the state resulting from the abandonment of the public
sector, and the rise of crony capitalism accompanied by the declining role of political
socialisation (in schools and universities), and the loss of control over the flow of
information, left the regime with no other option but resorting to violence to deal with
the crisis. The peaceful opposition movement hitherto was transformed into an armed
revolution, and then into a regional and international proxy war, with the rising role
foreign interference in the crisis.

Baath State, Economic Liberalization Policies, Legitimacy, Security
State, Urban-Rural Division, Ideological Control.
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