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This study raises several pressing questions: Was the fall of the Salvation Regime
in Sudan the result of an internal initiative or the opposition coalition, or both?
To what extent did external dynamics influence the overthrow of regime and the
transition to democracy? Is the post-Salvation regime likely to follow a democratic
trajectory, or will it turn into another authoritarian regime? The study concludes
that it is likely that the agreed goal between the international powers and their
authoritarian partners in the region is to move Sudan to a "hybrid" system, where
the elements of the old authoritarian regime remain in power, while maintaining a
minimum level of democracy. In addition, the ruling military-civilian coalition will
find support from the United States and the European Union (and their regional
allies), enabling it to dismantle the institutions of the former regime, accommodate
a number of armed movements in the political process, and gradually integrate into
the international (security and economic) system. Meanwhile, domestically, the
transitional government will face challenges that may not only lead to the collapse
of the transitional process, but also to the collapse of the Sudanese state itself.
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3 Alfred Stepan, "Paths toward Redemocratization," in: Guillermo
O'Donnell, Philippe C. Schmitter & Laurence Whitehead (eds.), Transitions
from Authoritarian Rule: Comparative Perspectives (Baltimore/ London: John
Hopkins University Press,1986), p. 65.
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