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What Analytical Eclecticists do with Grand Theories:
Collectors or Selectors?
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This is a reply to Sid Ahmed Goudjili's article, appearing in this issue, on the
critique of analytical eclecticism in IR. The reply attempts to engage with the
main, but not all, ideas in the article, it seeks to open an in-depth debate not about
the merits or limits of analytical eclecticism in International Relations discipline,
which have been widely addressed in the recently growing literature, but rather
about understanding analytical eclecticism itself, what it means, what it does,
what we as IR students and scholars do with, its position on the idea of the grand
theory, and how it relates to International Relations theories.

Analytical Eclecticism, International Relations Theories, Grand
Theory, Paradigms, Research Traditions.
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Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Assistant Professor at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies.
Email: mohammed.hemchi@dohainstitute.edu.qa
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Rudra Sil & Peter J. Katzenstein, Beyond Paradigms: Analytic Eclecticism in the
Study of World Politics (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), pp. 214-224.
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