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Regional Security Governance, Audience Expectations, and Foreign
Policy Roles: North Africa's Demand that Tunisia Maintains Its

"Strategic Distance"
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By studying Tunisian foreign policy in the decade after the 2010 popular uprisings,
this article contributes to Role Theory by explaining how regional audience
expectations influence foreign policy roles. The article first demonstrates how
achieved roles develop expectations among regional states as the audience. Then
it explains how these expectations condition role enactment. The article shows
how Tunisia developed and established a foreign policy posture of strategic
distance, defined by neutrality in regional conflicts, adherence to legalism, and
pursuit of economic interests. Strategic distance came to be expected by North
African states.

Tunisia's Foreign Policy, Tunisia's Democratic Transition, North
African Politics, Role Theory.
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2 Sebastian Harnisch, "Role Theory: Operationalization of Key Concepts,"
in: Sebastian Harnisch, Cornelia Frank & Hanns W. Maull (eds.), Role Theory
in International Relations (London: Routledge, 2011); Cameron G. Thies,
"State Socialization and Structural Realism," Security Studies, vol. 19, no. 4
(2010), pp. 689-717.
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Mohamed Ben Ahmed, Les Trois Décennies de Politique Etrangére du

Président Bourguiba (Tunis: Centre de publication universitaire, 2019).

11  Abdelaziz Chneguir, La politique étrangére de la Tunisie: 1956-1987
(Paris: L'Harmattan, 2004).
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