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This introductory essay highlights the considerations that prompted this in-depth look at the state of
political science in Arab academic institutions, and made it essential. For political science, and the
humanities and social sciences more generally, play a central role in any societal renaissance. Our
experience of teaching graduate level political science at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies has
already indicated to us that the situation of the discipline in Arab universities was not at all rosy.
This impression was confirmed by many studies, conferences, and forums organized by the Arab
Center for Research and Policy Studies, which revealed a huge gap of knowledge in the field. This
made it imperative to undertake an evaluation of what Arab universities were offering in their efforts
to guide students to master the discipline up to global standards. The studies in this special issue,
and the following one, highlight a multi-layered crisis in the field, impacting teaching, research, and
employment prospects. The studies point to the late arrival of the discipline in the region, the limited
areas covered, inadequate resources, and a lag behind international achievements in the field. The
crisis is complicated by a number political, economic, social and structural obstacles that hold the
discipline back from achieving its potential. This introduction summarizes and assesses the findings
of the studies included in this special issue, and the second part in the following one, one emergence,
evolution and achievements of the discipline, and the impediment obstructing its progress and
maturity in the region. It focuses on case studies from Egypt, Algeria, Sudan, and Tunisia, adding
surveys and reflections on methodologies and theoretical challenges. It concludes that despite some
major achievements and progress, the biggest obstacle to progress in the discipline remains the
absence of viable scholarly communities, both regionally and nationally in in each country. The essay
offers proposals to address this problem.
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