=
sIYASAT ARABIYA | L— L.L’L‘.“.‘

o

https://doi.org/10.31430/KAXY2330 | 2023-6-18 | 2023-4-20 | 2022-10-3 |

duipall Gapallg oljnl 8)aluo (@ duyell auldll Jga Régo
The Position of the Gulf States in the Belt and Road Initiative
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This paper agrues that although the Arab Gulf is strategically located and of economic
importance to China, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states did not fall along
the original routes demarcated by the Belt and Road initiative roadmap. Nevertheless,
both China and these states have begun to engage with the initiative and its projects
by signing strategic partnerships, and to enmesh these projects with perspectives on
national development in the Gulf. This has unsettled the United States and its allies,
some of whom have begun to view this expansion as a serious challenge. As a result,
there has been an attempt to impede the initiative's projects through debt-trap debate,
geopolitical alliances, and putting forth alternative economic proposals. This study
argues that the Gulf is of great concern to China and the requirements of the Belt and
Road initiative, identifying where the GCC states are located on the initiative map and
illustrating the way in which each state has gradually become involved in associated
projects. It considers Western mechanisms and alternative projects in response to
respond to and impede the initiative and the degree to which these mechanisms may
apply to the GCC states. The paper presents deductive observations as to China's likely
approach in the event that the initiative is obstructed and its interests undermined.
Will it modify its foreign strategy — and will this impact the Gulf?

BRI, GCC States, Interest Community, Realism, Strategic Partnership,
Anti-Containment, IMEC.
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