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Patriotism Without Citizenship: Non-electoral Legitimacy of the
Post-July 2013 Egyptian Regime
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The struggle for political legitimacy has been central to political polarization in
Egypt since the 2013 coup. Given the regime's pronounced authoritarian features,
the traditional form of legal electoral legitimacy proved insufficient and ineffective.
As a result, the regime adopted alternative strategies to reinforce its political
legitimacy. Drawing on theories of political legitimacy and literature on citizenship
in authoritarian regimes, this study explores the measures and practices implemented
by the July 2013 regime to achieve legitimacy across its three dimensions: the system's
effectiveness and competence, citizens' beliefs in its legitimacy, and their behaviours
that signal recognition.

Political Legitimacy, Citizenship, Egyptian Political System, Authoritarian
Regimes.
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