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This study begins by discussing the concept of legitimacy and then examines the
patterns of legitimacy in Egypt since 2013. It specifically focuses on the legitimacy
of performance within the field of educational policies and its role in the regime's
continuity. The study finds that the regime cannot establish its own legitimacy merely
by creating an illusion of effective performance. Instead, it can manage legitimacy
through several strategies: shaping public expectations by emphasizing the importance
of maintaining public order and providing basic goods and services; influencing public
perceptions by highlighting achievements while concealing failures and suppressing
criticism; and managing citizens' perceptions of alternatives, such as Islamist groups
or a descent into chaos, or both. The study also concludes that the regime's objective is
not to secure genuine popular support but to ensure general compliance by persuading
the majority that it is more effective in improving their lives than any alternative. This
level of legitimacy may be sufficient to encourage adherence to laws and discourage
efforts to replace the regime.
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