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Societal Polarization and Academic Freedom in the Time of
Symbolic Liberalism
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In this study, the researcher builds on the idea he presented in a previous study on
“Symbolic Liberalism”, which he used to describe the responses of social sciences to
the ailments of late modernity. This modernity is characterized by a blend, where it is
defined as classical liberalism but politically illiberal. The study argues that this modernity
is undergoing polarization across various societies, including on university campuses
and in the media. This is evident through high levels of intolerance that have surfaced in
discussions on political, cultural, and social issues, where bias and taking sides prevail
over the use of strong, persuasive arguments. This intolerance comes from both the left
and the right, manifesting in what is known as "cancel culture” on both sides. The spread
of "over-safety culture" among administrative officials has led to hasty decisions and
sanctions against some university professors, merely for using certain references in class
or for not providing prior warnings to students, all within an atmosphere of fear. The
study provides examples from the United States and France, often driven by symbolic
liberals. Following this, provide a case related to the ongoing war in Gaza.

Societal Polarization, Academic Freedom, War on Gaza, France, USA,
Liberalism.
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