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Individual Motives for Voter Turnout in the Arab World:

What Impact Does the Evaluation of the Political System's
Democratic Level Have?

W G il gag. mMIuUMﬂIwMuljgwwluﬂaxw
LgU)sL”,ﬂ_Jl&”LSIBt_Uq_DJJngth_JLﬁ]J_U cdlalgall Uxu_l}_llgglg_llul agdaliaaa e gw
ANl elgw LSU(;_JJ@JQ_LOLQ_CJQ(LH_CBHKSLLCQJJLO)(UJ}Q EIJLJQ_O@JDAJLQQQJ_C}JIGL_QU_aﬁJ
(lLClA.”.cLLﬂuULLLOI(JIuLOJAkgl_Lqu_DAﬂqI‘UIQ_DXU dpn LI)_qu&ud_linLdj_uJ
Lsla LpMILgLchI lus olodal délniall Jga cbwhlpel aloun (g8 .laae gl A ALV
LELQCLJAJU()_JJJJ_QJ Gl olall dunlid ey ggimal ctibnlgall audi Jaingll i
_\Akg“_gl_” @UJIMIUIWIGJJIJ.\JIO.\.@ epni (Glaialllha po . dulAlNI )Ll
d_Olq_Q_”L}_OLglJULlJJJJerLbJ.JldLbl}DﬂJJngJJJlﬂJLQJ}QJIrOJLQJILSlQL}J,Lblq_aJIrﬂJ_LO_JJ&J
JIgudl i e dlay ¢LUJUL¢:Luoxllgla_JLJlAusllkgwrﬂmﬁJng G.LJLOJAILQQ}JQ_J Lgqu
Uga &ui w2022 olo) Lgu;szll}_wq_a_ll eniwy d ol 6)gadl bl dileimyl c1d)
Juai) lacbAalg (Wilyygo «peallgino. ULuJ cugAall. @|}_QJ|g}J|}AJ| g N duge
CLlJQI}_O_aJJ_JIGQ_ULLOJLgUlAJl”J|}QN|FQLLOJU|GAJLUU}_@JQIG_U] L_gULLL”L_ngJJJQg_UUIJAJl”
Joolgell oy c p il A oy Elag gl @l aaulad dlaial o jjes amil (9L

ool oUALL dlnldaall e dertnll Wl it 18 il ducg Bgal

wsuredl ool dunldoyall 6giuo bl AulAbyl d4yUital

Several scholars studying the so-called authoritarian elections argue that the primary
motivation for citizens to vote in the Arab world is the pursuit of individual (mostly
material) interests driven by clientelism that may take the form of explicit vote-buying
or granting services and privileges to electors. However, research overlooked the
potential impact of citizens' evaluation of the regime's democratic level on electoral
participation. The goal of this study is to fill this gap. The analysis of the eighth round of
the Arab Opinion Index (2022) across nine Arab countries—Jordan, Tunisia, Algeria,
Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, Egypt, Morocco, and Mauritania— reveals that individuals
who perceive their country as more democratic are more likely to vote, regardless of
objective indicators suggesting the undemocratic nature of the political system.
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