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Elections Under Authoritarianism
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Current scholarship on elections in authoritarian regimes has focused on exploring
the relationship between elections and democratization, and it has generally used
analytical frameworks and methods imported from the study of genuinely democratic
elections to do so. These tendencies have kept scholars from asking a wide range of
questions about the micro-level dynamics of authoritarian elections and the systematic
differences among them. With these issues in mind, this review examines literature
that investigates the purpose of elections in dictatorships; the electoral behavior of
voters, candidates, and incumbents in these elections; and the link between elections
and democratization. The review ends with a call to redirect the study of authoritarian
elections toward uncovering and explaining the important differences among them.

Dictatorship, Electoral Behavior, Institutions.
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Authoritarianism," Journal of Democracy, vol. 13, no. 2 (2002); A. Schedler
(ed.), Electoral Authoritarianism: The Dynamics of Unfree Competition
(Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2006).
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Theoretic Argument,” Paper Presented in the Annual Meeting of American
Political Science Association, Atlanta, GA, 1999.
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in Europe and Latin America (New York: St. Martin's, 1996).

2 S. Hyde, "Observing Norms: Explaining the Causes and Consequences
of Internationally Monitored Elections," PhD. Thesis, Department of
Political Science, University of California, San Diego, 2006; P. Roessler &
M. M. Howard, "Electoral Dominance in Authoritarian Regimes," Paper
Presented in the Annual Meeting of American Political Science Association,
Boston, MA, 2008.
3 G, Hyden & C. Ley, "Elections and Politics in Single-Party Systems: the
Case of Kenya and Tanzania," British Journal of Political Science, vol. 2, no. 4
(1972); G. Hermet, R. Rose & A. Rouquie, Elections without Choice (New
York: Wiley, 1978).
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Department of Political Science, Stanford University, 2005; Magaloni; E.
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