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The 2012 General National Congress Elections in Libya:
An Analysis of Electoral Dynamics and Implications
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This paper examines the 2012 General National Congress (GNC) elections in Libya,
analyzing their implications and the interpretations that framed them as a victory for
the liberal bloc (the National Forces Alliance) over the Islamist faction (the Justice
and Construction Party and its allies). The paper reveals that this interpretation lacks
accuracy, highlighting that a significant number of winning independent candidates
were affiliated with Islamist movements. It also argues that Islamists later succeeded in
consolidating their control within the GNC, leveraging their alliances to pass laws that
excluded their political opponents. These elections marked a turning point in Libya
after the overthrow of Gaddafi, representing the country's first democratic experiment
in building a new political system despite the challenges inherited from the previous
era. The paper examines the electoral system, key competitors, election results, and
internal conflicts within the GNC, concluding that Islamist dominance after 2012
challenges the idea of a liberal victory.

Libya, The 2012 General National Congress Election, The National Forces
Alliance, The Justice and Construction Party.
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