=
sIYASAT ARABIYA | L— L.L’L‘.“.‘

o

https://doi.org/10.31430/DUBP8268 | 2024-3-20 | 2024-1-15 | 2023-10-1 |

duwludl dolail cuLLALYI (GO quJa.LJIJJ.QJ Ja
duye Jga cuw (9 (o &g o dJal Sdunlys ol
Does Voting in Elections Strengthen Democratic Political
Culture? Evidence from Survey Research in Six Arab Countrie
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This paper examines the relationship between voting in elections and democratic
political culture in six Arab countries, drawing on previous research on democracy
and citizens' attitudes. It reveals that political culture in the Arab world has remained
largely unexamined at the individual level due to the lack of sufficient data on citizens'
attitudes toward democracy and their political behavior, leaving this aspect absent
from political science research for years. The paper identifies key elements that reflect
democratic orientations in political culture, based on scholarly literature emphasizing
their necessity for sustainable democratization. It also explores the link between
citizens' support for democracy and the prevalence of democratic political values, as
well as the impact of electoral participation on these orientations. By analyzing new
data, the paper expands the map of political culture temporally and geographically,
encompassing new countries and offering deeper insights into the mechanisms of
democratic transition in the region.
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