-
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L.L‘ LI.LL‘

o

https://doi.org/10.31430/ZLYN9022 |

lacaings 6goll dwluw :laio Jgl deini Lo a (guagall
“[Lelaial 2 L

Anarchy is what States Make of it: The Social Construction of
Power Politics
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This article draws from structurationist and symbolic interactionist sociology, seeking to
build a bridge between the realist-liberal and rationalist-reflectivist debates in the field
of international relations. In doing so, it argues against the neorealist claim that self-help
is given by anarchic structure exogenously to process. It further argues that self-help and
power politics do not follow either logically or causally from the anarchic structure of
the international system, but are generated by process rather than by structure. There
is no logic of anarchy apart from the practices that create and instantiate one particular
structure of identities and interests rather than another. Self-help and power politics are
institutions, not essential features of anarchy — anarchy is what states make of it. The article
explores three ways in which identities and interests are transformed under anarchy: by
the institution of sovereignty, by an evolution of cooperation, and by intentional efforts to
transform egoistic identities into collective identities.

Constructivism, Neorealism, Liberalism, Structurationism, Anarchy, Social
Construction, Identities and Interests, Alexander Wendt.
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Alexander Wendt, "Anarchy is what States Make of it: The Social Construction of Power Politics," International Organization, vol. 46, no. 2 (1992),
pp- 391-425.
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Philip Tetlock, "Learning in U.S. and Soviet Foreign Policy," in: George
Breslauer & Philip Tetlock (eds.), Leaming in U.S. and Soviet Foreign Policy
(Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1991), pp. 24-27;
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Ibid., pp. 20-61; Joseph Nye, "Nuclear Learning and U.S.-Soviet Security
Regimes," International Organization, vol. 41 (Summer 1987), pp. 371-402;
Ernst Haas, When Knowledge Is Power (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1990), pp. 17-49.
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Joseph Grieco, "Anarchy and the Limits of Cooperation: A Realist Critique
of the Newest Liberal Institutionalism," International Organization, vol. 42
(Summer 1988), pp. 485-507; Joseph Nye, "Neorealism and Neoliberalism,"
World Politics, vol. 40 (January 1988), pp. 235-251; Robert Keohane,
"Neoliberal Institutionalism: A Perspective on World Politics,” in:
International Institutions and State Power (Boulder, CO: Westview Press,
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Studies Quarterly, vol. 32 (December 1988), pp. 379-396.
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Jonathan Turner, A Theory of Social Interaction (Stanford, CA: Stanford
University Press, 1988), pp. 24-31; George Homans, "Rational Choice Theory
and Behavioral Psychology," in: Craig Calhoun et al. (eds.), Structures of Power
and Constraint (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991), pp. 77-89.
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9  Keohane, "International Institutions."
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Carolina Press, 1989).
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Keohane, "International Institutions;" Robert Keohane, "International
Relations Theory: Contributions of a Feminist Standpoint," Millennium,
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R. B. J. Walker, "History and Structure in the Theory of International
Relations," Millennium, vol. 18 (Summer 1989), pp. 163-183; Richard
Ashley & R. B. J. Walker, "Reading Dissidence/ Writing the Discipline: Crisis
and the Question of Sovereignty in International Studies," International
Studies Quarterly, vol. 34 (September 1990), pp. 367-416;
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Yosef Lapid, "The Third Debate: On the Prospects of International Theory
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Autonomous Variables," in: Stephen Krasner (ed.), International Regimes
(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1983), pp. 355-368.
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vol. 40 (April 1988), pp. 340-344; Robert Keohane, "International Liberalism
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