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The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies is an
independent social sciences and humanities institute
that conducts applied and theoretical research seeking
to foster communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional intellectual hubs.
The ACRPS achieves this objective through consistent
research, developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links with both
Arab and international research centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of intellectualism
in Arab societies, committed to strengthening the Arab
nation. It works towards the advancement of the latter
based on the understanding that development cannot
contradict a people's culture and identity, and that the
development of any society remains impossible if pursued
without an awareness of its historical and cultural
context, reflecting its language(s) and its interactions with
other cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote systematic
and rational, scientific research-based approaches to
understanding issues of society and state, through the
analysis of social, economic, and cultural policies. In line
with this vision, the Center conducts various academic
activities to achieve fundamental goals. In addition to
producing research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and convenes
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars
oriented to specialists as well as to Arab public opinion.
It publishes peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and English to
reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in autumn 2010
with a publishing office in Beirut, has since opened three
additional branches in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and
founded both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. The ACRPS
employs resident researchers and administrative staff
in addition to hosting visiting researchers, and offering
sabbaticals to pursue full time academic research.
Additionally, it appoints external researchers to conduct
research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center contributes to
directing the regional research agenda towards the main
concerns and challenges facing the Arab nation and
citizen today.

4,58 dgon duwie Olubudl Lubyds Slowd yy=ll LI
L bl Lslsz § dolusly dsloizVl pslally dasee dliiue
& Jolss 3l Ul simdls alsdl lgblis e (s bl
LLAS gus paes eolsll ode § =)l graasably (aE op b
Loyl diodly S8 LA Ouy eare ISy cpailaoizme
Rehiy willy Coudl o dratus Jolsd ddes § il

L4 y=l SlgaVl

A Glak) depile o)l Olmatmall &gy L3y 5S4 ik
sshll O 43 oo Bl dashis 4l e daslly oyl
iy gy gaize )35 Oy asally B mo 3Ly Y
rilys @Sl Blow 35 W) 39, & Y] San 8 dymeoz

85 OB ze dlelds NS (a9

dMaslly omgibl Galsdl Camd) 5055 e 55,41 Jasy (03 (a9
Lebao¥l Oluladl o Wloally moimdl LLaS 048 &
dulys I €S sl gyl obgll § ddladly LsladVly
Olobudly Sld) dhawmg dlraizeg gyl pbgll OB

Lazsl zraz @b 8,351 dblell
dolsll @lanl 3dos e SH dasmy b))l ods 9o $9
Blool gy 508 cdilisd) LgolSYl wlblis 3o,k oo dewladl
olus daale Slyss LeSme BS Huars oiliy Slulyds
Olyése Mmyg daize galp dde plyy didow glie J]
polally dilsie guolse § degalST Oilouiy yuly dos Giyss
@ plall @lly Gratsll ] dyzses dolusyls delozzdl

Lladll go0 dioed] BuizYl diogs § 3 S e cpaluss Lai
S g gyl pblsbly bl dzlss I ducd Il Shuslly
L5S0¥lg sl el o] gen

Ghlaol iy g8 dy 2010 iy § dogll & 5S,L udl
obs hidley puiss § Abdld] £9,8 LW gubly D9y @
(omanyhl pledl 0p0e @e okl 8y)8] pulzme 35U e 3o
Gyt Ul Loy eyl A2l ousldl pzmebl g5 i 35,41 G
Olulyald dogl agse il LS (ol dudlexs zo Olsll dide
slial ulzway dugalST 83ls] dide B35 mole dgme 9o sl
3Syall plall bl dulyy S

Cpaiags o) @3bs Wsede Osiml UG desy
(oalsdl £330 ol gn Boasme G158 48 daBW o305 il
adlaal (oo iz mlig plil dols oo Gl lSGs

dolota) OVl




The Doha Institute for Graduate Studies (DI) is an
independent institute for learning and research in
the fields of Social Sciences, Humanities, Public

Administration and Development Economics in Doha.

Through its academic programs and the research
activities of its professors, the DI aims to achieve its
mission of contributing to the formation of a new
generation of academics and intellectually independent
researchers who are proficient in international
scholarship standards and modern interdisciplinary
research methodologies and tools, and leading
professionals who can advance human knowledge and
respond to the needs of the Arab region, resulting in

social, cultural and intellectual development.

The institute seeks to establish an intellectual hub
that will benefit the Arab region in particular. The
Institute supports academic research that deals with
Arab issues, in an atmosphere of institutional and

intellectual freedom.

The Institute works in cooperation with the Arab
Center for Research and Policy Studies and the Doha
Historical Dictionary of Arabic Language to facilitate
its students and faculty members in their research of
the most important current issues related to the Arab
world and the wider international community. The
involvement of students in the most important research

projects is at the heart of the Institute's interests.

The Institute adopts Arabic as its official and primary
language for education and research. English serves
as an accompaniment to Arabic, with both languages

used in presenting and research.
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The Forest for the Trees: The 15 April 2023 War

and the Challenge of Nation-Building and State-Building in Sudan
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This paper examines the war that broke out in Sudan on April 15, 2023, through a
comprehensive contextual lens that resists fragmenting its causes and obscuring the
wider panorama. It argues that the war must be understood as part of an extended
historical trajectory - spanning five centuries - of nation-building and state-building.
The study analyzes the theoretical concepts of nation and state building, especially
in the African context, and explores their practical manifestations in Sudan. It also
investigates how the absence of prioritization by post-independence elites accelerated
the slide into conflict. Using historical and political analysis, the paper concludes
that, with the high human cost of the war, its resolution depends upon a broad-based
national consensus.

Sudan, April 15 2023 War, Nation Building, State-Building.
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This study explores the trajectory of state disintegration in Sudan from 1821 to 2025,
starting from a central question: does the April 2023 war constitute a revealing variable
that exposes a process of structural disintegration whose foundations accumulated
over time? Or is it an explanatory variable that, in itself, drives the deepening of this
disintegration? Drawing on a historical sociology approach, the study analyzes the
interaction of five main variables addressed in the literature on state disintegration:
war, elite conflict, geostrategic intervention, erosion of legitimacy, and the pressures
of globalization. The study shows that successive wars and resource depletion, along
with ethnic/regional elite divisions and international competition over the Red
Sea, have undermined the state’s monopoly over the legitimate means of violence,
leading to a hybrid pattern of disintegration in which the center retains international
recognition while power is effectively distributed among local armed networks. The
study concludes that existing models of state disintegration explain important aspects
of the Sudanese experience, but require further development to accommodate forms
of multiple sovereignties and managed disintegration.

Sudan, State Disintegration, Historical Sociology, April 2023 War.
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This study examines Sudanese peace agreements during the period 1972-2020 by analyzing the roots
of the conflicts between the political center and the peripheral regions, through the lens of the concept
of the heritage of origin, which reflects the accumulation of historical grievances rooted in political,
economic, and cultural marginalization. The study argues that, since the colonial era, the central
governments concentrated power and development in the Nile Valley at the expense of other regions,
which gave rise to demands for equitable participation that later evolved into armed rebellions. Despite
the signing of several peace agreements—such as the Addis Ababa Agreement (1972), the Khartoum
and Fashoda Agreements (1997), the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (2005), the Doha Document
for Peace in Darfur (2011), and the Juba Agreement for Peace in Sudan (2020)—most of them relied on
partial power- and wealth-sharing arrangements without addressing the structural roots of the conflicts.
Added to this were the absence of trust between the parties, foreign mediation, the repeated violation
of commitments, and the instrumentalization of agreements to serve short-term political interests. The
findings confirm that the failure to sustain peace was a direct consequence of leaving the heritage of
origin unaddressed, leading to the secession of South Sudan in 2011 and the continuation of armed
conflicts in Darfur, the East, and the Two Areas. The study recommends rebuilding the foundations
of peace on equal citizenship, fair development, and the recognition of cultural diversity as necessary
conditions for breaking the cycle of war and achieving national stability.

Sudan, South Sudan, Darfur, Addis Ababa Agreement, Comprehensive Peace Agreement,
the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur, Juba Agreement for Peace in Sudan.
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Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and
Spread of Nationalism (New York/ London: Verso Books, 1983).
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Civil-Military Relations in Sudan:
Redefining the Role of the Military Institution
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This study examines the redefinition of civil-military relations in Sudan, arguing that
the prevailing approach in the country reduces these relations to the issue of military
reform and reduces that reform to preventing the army from carrying out a coup,
removing it from politics, or restricting its economic activity. The study begins with a
critique of Samuel Huntington's traditional theory and presents alternative approaches
that advocate integrating the military into society and expanding its roles under
civilian control. It also offers a typology of armies based on four models according to
their political and economic engagement, applying this framework to the Sudanese
army and its transformations since the independence (1955). The study concludes
that building a more sustainable relationship requires rethinking the framework
that shapes civil-military relations in Sudan. It calls for involving military personnel
in formulating national policies and regulating their economic activities through
governance in ways that strengthen national security and support the political process.

: Civil-military Relations, Military Professionalism, Sudanese Army,
Military Advisory.
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This study explores the feasibility of implementing decentralization in Sudan as a pathway
to state reconstruction after the April 2023 war. It highlights the tribal and institutional
determinants necessary for success, situating the analysis within the African experience of
decentralization and a guiding conceptual framework. Using a qualitative methodology,
the study draws on in-depth interviews with six Sudanese political and administrative
experts to generate context-specific insights. Findings suggest that decentralization is
a strategic option for reconstruction, but depends on political commitment, reducing
economic disparities, and strengthening legislative, administrative, and judicial
frameworks. The study proposes phased recommendations, including transparent
policymaking, clear power allocation with accountability, civil society empowerment,
infrastructure development, tribal alignment, and equitable financing.
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This study examines virtual public reactions on X regarding BRICS expansion to include three Arab
countries: Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. It uses a deep learning approach for
sentiment analysis to understand reactions expressed by individuals in the 22 Arab League countries.
The study aims to understand public opinion towards this expansion and assess how it was received
at the bottom-internal level. Given the difficulty of measuring public opinion in non-democratic
contexts, the study tracks public reaction to the expansion on X. Tweets from August 24, 2023, to
January 7, 2024, are analyzed. The methodology involves collecting a large dataset of tweets, cleansing
and tokenizing the data, and attributing sentiment scores using specialized Arabic text-processing
tools. The results are presented through data visualization and machine learning models, ensuring
a comprehensive analysis while addressing ethical considerations. The findings indicate that public
sentiment is predominantly neutral (38.91%), compared to positive (31.72%) and negative (30.09%).
This highlight concerns about education, political disengagement, and the technical limitations of
applying a data science approach to political science research. It also suggests the inherent challenges
of using this method to reflect internalization or engagement in the way surveys and referenda can.

BRICS, Sentiment Analysis, Arab Countries, Tweets, Deep Learning.
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Al technologies are drawing increasing attention among international relations (IR)
scholars. Ingvild Bode reviews this literature through considering, in particular,
the extent to which such literature continues to use or expand on well-traded
analytical frameworks. She finds that scholarship on AI in IR can look back at a
longer-than-expected trajectory and centres on four key themes: the balance of
power; disinformation; governance; and ethics. Much of this literature works with
well-established IR conceptualisations, while studies across three emerging themes
- (re)conceptualising technology, beyond the Al arms race, and unpacking relevant
actors — push and expand established disciplinary frameworks.
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