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Civil-Military Relations in Sudan:
Redefining the Role of the Military Institution
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This study examines the redefinition of civil-military relations in Sudan, arguing that
the prevailing approach in the country reduces these relations to the issue of military
reform and reduces that reform to preventing the army from carrying out a coup,
removing it from politics, or restricting its economic activity. The study begins with a
critique of Samuel Huntington's traditional theory and presents alternative approaches
that advocate integrating the military into society and expanding its roles under
civilian control. It also offers a typology of armies based on four models according to
their political and economic engagement, applying this framework to the Sudanese
army and its transformations since the independence (1955). The study concludes
that building a more sustainable relationship requires rethinking the framework
that shapes civil-military relations in Sudan. It calls for involving military personnel
in formulating national policies and regulating their economic activities through
governance in ways that strengthen national security and support the political process.

: Civil-military Relations, Military Professionalism, Sudanese Army,
Military Advisory.
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