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The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies is an
independent social sciences and humanities institute
that conducts applied and theoretical research seeking
to foster communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional intellectual hubs.
The ACRPS achieves this objective through consistent
research, developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links with both
Arab and international research centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of intellectualism
in Arab societies, committed to strengthening the Arab
nation. It works towards the advancement of the latter
based on the understanding that development cannot
contradict a people's culture and identity, and that the
development of any society remains impossible if pursued
without an awareness of its historical and cultural
context, reflecting its language(s) and its interactions with
other cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote systematic
and rational, scientific research-based approaches to
understanding issues of society and state, through the
analysis of social, economic, and cultural policies. In line
with this vision, the Center conducts various academic
activities to achieve fundamental goals. In addition to
producing research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and convenes
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars
oriented to specialists as well as to Arab public opinion.
It publishes peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and English to
reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in autumn 2010
with a publishing office in Beirut, has since opened three
additional branches in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and
founded both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. The ACRPS
employs resident researchers and administrative staff
in addition to hosting visiting researchers, and offering
sabbaticals to pursue full time academic research.
Additionally, it appoints external researchers to conduct
research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center contributes to
directing the regional research agenda towards the main
concerns and challenges facing the Arab nation and
citizen today.
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The Doha Institute for Graduate Studies (DI) is an
independent institute for learning and research in
the fields of Social Sciences, Humanities, Public

Administration and Development Economics in Doha.

Through its academic programs and the research
activities of its professors, the DI aims to achieve its
mission of contributing to the formation of a new
generation of academics and intellectually independent
researchers who are proficient in international
scholarship standards and modern interdisciplinary
research methodologies and tools, and leading
professionals who can advance human knowledge and
respond to the needs of the Arab region, resulting in

social, cultural and intellectual development.

The institute seeks to establish an intellectual hub
that will benefit the Arab region in particular. The
Institute supports academic research that deals with
Arab issues, in an atmosphere of institutional and

intellectual freedom.

The Institute works in cooperation with the Arab
Center for Research and Policy Studies and the Doha
Historical Dictionary of Arabic Language to facilitate
its students and faculty members in their research of
the most important current issues related to the Arab
world and the wider international community. The
involvement of students in the most important research

projects is at the heart of the Institute's interests.

The Institute adopts Arabic as its official and primary
language for education and research. English serves
as an accompaniment to Arabic, with both languages

used in presenting and research.
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The Security Dilemma of Influence: Shi'i Transnationalism
the Limits of Iranian Foreign Policy
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The Islamic Republic's foreign policy, grounded in a revolutionary commitment to
Shi‘i transnationalism, haslong been viewed as a central mechanism for securing Iran's
regional influence and post-revolutionary identity. Yet recent developments, most
notably the June 2025 war with Israel, raise critical questions about the sustainability
of this approach. While much scholarship has explored Iran's identity-driven foreign
policy, less attention has been paid to the chronic contradictions it generates within
Iran's ontological security framework, or how these contradictions both shape and
constrain Iran's regional conduct. This study approaches the problem by theorising
Iran's predicament as an ontological trap, a condition in which identity-affirming
foreign policy routines produce chronic insecurity rather than stabilisation. It
introduces the concept of a security dilemma of influence to explain how transnational
networks (once strategic assets) now provoke nationalist contestation and narrative
fatigue in Iran, Iraq, and Lebanon.

Iranian Foreign Policy; Ontological Security; Shi‘i Transnationalism;
Nationalism; Security Dilemma of Influence.
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Associate Professor in International Relations of the Middle East and Director of Centre for Islamic & West Asian Studies, Royal Holloway,

University of London.

Email: mohammadreza.kalantari@rhul.ac.uk
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Pierre Razoux, The Iran-Iraq War, Nicholas Elliott (trans.) (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2015), p. 354; Mohammad R. Kalantari, "The
Media Contest during the Iran-Iraq War: The Failure of Mediatized
Shi ‘ism,"” Media, War & Conflict, vol. 15 (2022), p. 391.
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1 Augustus R. Norton, Hezbollah: A Short History (New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 2018), p. 23.
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41  Tabatabai, Mellat, Dowlat, va Hokumat-e Qanun, p. 268.

<lwlya

Aty dunylAadl duwlud] 1gang diidagJl xgaal) Gple]l dre il 6 1uaell :Agaill ¢pol Al oo

odo O3 e o))l ey S gy Lynsletuly Lyt
Sl Brpar Gyl oo SN g dadde 5l Yl Sluylod
Iigsmss - polebl 0asdls pes dsw)ll pam,e5 oo dadis Lyl
9ol 8plell dmeid) Oluplobl 15 dislodally QLY g5 oo
o3l @ 33155 Vg dilsls Oladls dgull lale 3 3l dubgll
Sl e GuSm9 sserd] U G GEasllly Gl
Lol OLbhaYl e 8),Sae Olals § psdl oy i)
b dloye @ doll s Gl oo (Buns 048 Fow cdpwliadly
s s 2slally Losloh¥l Gl (30005 LbS) Gysl s
bl ssiadl

Feold! 43l 5,1 wol (2023-1945) GLblb slse all 033
e BpeS Luoal gy Ul Y Gagaie Blb] Olpl @ (gulead!
Al dyspezl) Bpolebl dimlsdl dulud) CMase e43
8logiuckls Al ¥l dgall Olin laazsy I Do)kl & o
&l Y] il Jolo a5 o 355 Y dJis Ghasld o
=olly Vsl Legoanl o Ll oo dige 8B (oymiue
dostll 455 a8y s> GUblb)l [SE yemmans .V ibyll
Wl e dslYl Lsgll Hars (o)) oally (&)l
(033 (ks G5 & Bydexie (il (e dusoy5 ddgs
e wis "Goasll § Susoll” asabe ] Sliwl (JLblb sl
Iy e BB Loyl Gla Sy golead! Olp) pllas &
45Yls dyo=llly dogudl OBSY ped e [[36 dnclusive
all wles Il dadsdl oda cl8s w3y eluloza 5] §
¢ Achaemenid Empire dias Yl & ygbolpedl sae L}: JdsVl
L3 G dlll Ol S50 dedadl OBL 2o l4doSS $y=
Khodaynameh Sslbl s Jio S § sl (oga dind
¥l oS Cegiul oS P Siasatnameh duwlud) QLS ol
VLY U L W JE] e palsad] (95 e deadlu)] ol

35 Mehrzad Boroujerdi & Alireza Shomali, "The Unfolding of Unreason:
Javad Tabatabai's Idea of Political Decline in Iran," Iranian Studies, vol. 48
(2015), pp. 949-965; Mostafa Bostani, "Exceptionalism and Nationalism in
Contemporary Iranian Thought: A Study of Javad Tabatabai's Scholarship,”
British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies , vol. 52, no. 5 (2025), pp. 1079-1097..
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The 2023 Gaza War and U.S.- China Rivalry in the Red Sea and
the Bab al-Mandeb Strait
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This study examines how the 2023 Gaza War reshaped maritime security dynamics and
geopolitical rivalry in the Red Sea, particularly in the Bab al-Mandab Strait, through
a complex interplay between great powers and non-state actors. It demonstrates that
the Houthi (Ansar Allah) attacks on commercial vessels —framed as support for Gaza
- transformed the strait into a global flashpoint that exposed the vulnerability of
international supply chains. The study also shows how these developments reactivated
U.S.-China rivalry in the Red Sea: the United States adopted a military-security
approach in support of Israel's war on Gaza and to reaffirm its role as guarantor of the
maritime commons, while China favored a cautious strategy centered on economic
influence, calculated non-involvement in military operations, and securing the
passage of its vessels through discreet diplomatic channels. The study concludes that
the Red Sea has become a space where U.S. naval dominance intersects with China's
rising economic power, and where non-state actors increasingly shape regional and
global security.

7 October 2023, Gaza War, Bab al-Mandab Strait, Red Sea, Horn of Africa,
Houthi Attacks, U.S.—-China Rivalry.
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This study examines the emergence of the Palestinian National Liberation Movement
(Fatah) in the Arab Gulf countries, focusing on the dynamics that accompanied
this development in the 1950s and 1960s. Fatah emerged in a Gulf context, through
which it was able to establish recruitment networks and build an active Palestinian
elite base, utilizing institutional margins, forming a type of negotiated legitimacy
that allowed Fatah to expand within Gulf administrative structures and provide
social and educational services to Palestinian communities. The study draws on a
biographical and archival research to provide an analytical reading of the formation of
the Palestinian political space in the Gulf as a foundational ground for the Palestinian
liberation project.
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Settler Colonial Strategies in the West Bank: Between Elimination
and Management
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The occupied West Bank has experienced a steady expansion of settlement construction
and settler demographic presence since 1967. This study analyzes the strategies of
settler colonialism in the West Bank using interactive maps produced by the United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the
Washington Institute for Near East Policy. It argues that settler colonialism operates as
an ongoing structure rather than a discrete event, relying on evolving forms of the logic
of elimination and the spatial and demographic reconfiguration of Palestinian society.
The study highlights the central role of the Israeli Civil Administration and state
institutions in regulating the indigenous population in ways that facilitate settlement
expansion. It demonstrates a shift from direct exclusion to more complex mechanisms
of domination based on population management and bureaucratic control. The
findings identify two core strategies: consolidating control over the Jordan Valley and
land behind the separation barrier, and tightening control over the heart of the West
Bank through three settlement belts surrounding Jerusalem.

Settler Colonialism, Settlement Expansion, Indigenous Population
Management, West Bank.
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This study examines the role of civil society organizations in supporting and enhancing
youth participation in peacebuilding within the current peace process in Yemen. It
investigates how these organizations' programs affect the type and effectiveness of youth
participation in the peacebuilding process. The study uses in-depth interviews with
representatives of civil society organizations as well as youth activists who participate
in the peacebuilding programs. The results demonstrate that while organizations play
an important role in supporting youth participation in peacebuilding, their programs
do not necessarily lead to substantive and effective participation for youth either in
the negotiation process or decision-making. Furthermore, the study highlights the
differences between youth and civil society organizations regarding the peace process
definition, the expected roles of actors involved, and the program outcomes. Additionally,
it identifies several factors that influence the effectiveness of programs, including the
expected role of the United Nations vs. reality, the coordination process between civil
society organizations and alliances, the impact of funding, and challenges posed by the
conflict environment in Yemen and its effects on program implementation and youth
participation. Overall, this study provides a detailed analysis of the insights, challenges,
and opportunities for youth engagement in the peacebuilding process through civil
society in Yemen, offering observations and results that can be applicable and useful in
other conflict contexts.

Yemeni Youth, Civil Society, Peacebuilding, Youth Empowerment, Youth
Inclusion Programs.
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An Urban Political Ecology of Populism
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In this paper we develop a relational understanding of populism informed by urban political
ecology. We argue that an urban political ecology of populism is necessary for a popular-
democratic denunciation of the environmental claims of the far right. This article thereby aims
to further develop a critique of liberal environmentalism and right-wing populism. We do so by
first staging a dialogue between literatures in urban political ecology and Gramscian inflected
readings of populism. Both have sought to interpret how spatial — and ecological - claim making
becomes central to struggles over hegemony. The second half of the paper analyses these tensions
in the Dutch farmers movement, which has become one of the most important political forces in
the Netherlands since 2019. Abstracting “the local", "the rural” or "the farm" out of the broader
processes of urbanisation is central to struggles over the representation of farmers. Right-wing
movements thus seek to further a broader disillusionment with formal politics, while effectively
deploying spatial and ecological abstractions that pit the "rural" against the "urban". We conclude
by instead emphasising the crucial connections between populism and ecology, and call for a
popular-democratic political ecology.

Populism, Urban Political Ecology, Hegemony, Right-Wing Movements,
Dutch farmers' Movement.
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critical book reviews. All submissions are subject to double-blind peer review,

carried out by experts on the subject. Authors are therefore expected to adhere

to the journal’s standards and to adopt reviewers’ comments and suggestions.

Siyasat Arabiya seeks to be accessible to both specialists and non-specialist

readers, without compromising the academic integrity of its publications.

All submissions intended for publication should be sent by email:

siyasat.arabia@dohainstitute.edu.qa
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