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Dysfunction as Order: The Limits of Method in Political Science

from a Batesonian Perspective
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This article addresses an epistemological question related to the methodological impasse
in political science through a reading of selected conceptual orientations in Gregory
Bateson's thought. It advances the hypothesis that methodological difficulty does not
primarily stem from analytical tools as such, but rather from the underlying frameworks
through which political action is understood. Drawing on an analytical-interpretive
approach, the article examines concepts such as "dysfunction as a patterned regularity”,
the "double bind", and "second-order learning", with the aim of questioning linear modes
of explanation in political analysis and approaching politics as a network of interrelated
relations and paradoxical repetitions. The discussion also engages, comparatively, with
selected contributions by Niklas Luhmann, Michel Foucault, and Pierre Bourdieu, in order
to highlight shifts in the production of meaning in analyses of power and to delineate the
limits of dominant approaches. The article concludes that a Batesonian perspective offers
epistemological possibilities for understanding political complexity by foregrounding
context, relational dynamics, and patterned dysfunction, beyond models based on linear
causality and predictive techniques.

Gregory Bateson, Methodology, Political Science, Double Bind, Organized
Dysfunction.
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