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Dynastic International Relations: Understanding Race and the
Crisis of Liberal Order Through Ibn Khaldun
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This paper offers insights into the Crisis of Liberal International Order by combining
Ibn Khaldun's theory of change with scholarship on liberalism and race. We argue that
the crisis emerges from the incongruence of two features of liberal order: a binding
feature (or 'assabiyya) of white supremacy and liberalism's principles of equality. The
crisis is an outcome of a normative political order that can no longer balance a material
and discursive reality of racialised hierarchy with ideals of equality. The crisis cannot
be reduced to bad leadership or a technical failure to enact liberal values. Instead,
attempts to think beyond the crisis must acknowledge the incongruence between
white supremacy and liberal equality. Through this diagnosis, we gesture towards the
constructive use of "non-Western" theory in the discipline of International Relations.

Crisis, Order and Disorder, Anxiety, Change, Identity, Ontological Security,
Liberal International Order, Race and Racism.
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East Studies, vol. 49, no. 1 (2015), p. 52.
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