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Media Representations of the Israeli Military in the U. S. Elite
Press: Discourse of Ethics and Power
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This study examined representations of the Israeli military establishment in the U. S.
elite press, focusing on aspects of power and morality. it poses a key question: How
did the Israeli military establishment appear to be represented in the American elite
press after October 7, 2023. The study employs critical discourse analysis (CDA)
techniques alongside a review of relevant literature and secondary sources to uncover
the characteristics of the representations constructed by media narratives. This is
achieved through reflective thematic analysis of in-depth reports from a sample of
American elite press outlets, represented by three major publications: The New Yorker,
The Atlantic, and Foreign Policy. The findings reveal that much of the journalistic
discourse has focused on the moral dilemma surrounding the Israeli military's actions.
The moral reputation of the Israeli military establishments, once central to its image,
has suffered significant erosion. Additionally, the analysis highlights notable shifts in
the perception of power, self-defense, technological and qualitative superiority, and
the image of victory.

Media Representation, Israeli Army, American Elite Press, Critical Media
Discourse.
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1 Walter Lippmann, Public Opinion (London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd,
1922), pp. 4-12.

2 Kenneth Ewart Boulding, The Image: Knowledge in Life and Society
(Ann Arbor, Michigan: University of Michigan Press, 1956), pp. 6-8.
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Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 3, no. 2 (1959), pp. 120-131.

5  Stuart Hall (ed.), Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying
Practices (London: Sage Publications Ltd, in association with The Open
University, 1997).
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