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Revolution between Realistic Objectives and Normative
Implications: Towards a New Reading of the Arab Revolutions
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The debate continues over the "Arab Spring" revolutions and the evaluation of their results
continues, especially within the framework of the "success-failure” dichotomy, based on
sociological analysis tools that generally emphasize their shortcomings. This study argues
that these revolutions have reformist goals with value-oriented and normative contents
touching on the core of the political question, which are no less important than material
goals such as regime overthrow. Attempting to provide an alternative interpretation of the
Arab situation through a different epistemological approach, this study aims to demonstrate
the non-material political content of the Arab revolutions by incorporating normative and
sociological ideas and conceptions into a new conceptual and methodological approach.
Accordingly, the study adresses the political dimensions of revolutionary demands: the
decisive rejection of authoritarianism and affirmation of political rights. While attempting
to refute the assessment of the Arab revolutions as a failure to achieve democratic transition,
it posits that the non-material revolutionary purpose is to highlight a "return to politics"
as a basis for future political and democratic change. This is a call to rethink all aspects of
Arab politics and to establish new foundations for a contractual relationship between the
state and society that meets the conditions of the time.

Arab Spring, Revolution, Reform, Concept of Politics, Arab State, Democracy.
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