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Intuitive Knowledge and the Spirit of Revolution
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This article examines the "intuitive knowledge" as one of the most important sources
for understanding the trajectories of the Arab revolutions, despite the scarcity of
studies that focus on it. We explore intuitive knowledge by examining its observable
manifestations, such as its role as an alternative to "ideology” in expressing social and
political views, its practical application in shared traditions, its flexible interpretation
of relational life emphasising its habitual and voluntary aspects, its pragmatic
evaluation of social and political phenomena, and its expression of distrust in "elites"
who distance themselves from ordinary people's lives. Building on these premises,
we explore the relationship between intuitive thought and charismatic phenomena
or volatile populism, as well as the formation and dissolution of loyalty relationships,
particularly in the neoliberal era. In this context, we emphasise the importance of
viewing intuitive knowledge as a starting point for analysing the relationship between
political and social revolution. We argue that the separation of these two types of
revolution has created additional opportunities for counter-revolution.

Intuitive Knowledge, Arab Revolutions, Ideology, Political Revolution,
Social Revolution.
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Alfred Schutz, Der sinnhafte Aufbau der sozialen Welt (Vienna: Springer,
1932); Peter L. Berger & Thomas Luckmann, The Social Construction of
Reality (New York: Anchor, 1967).
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